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Jesus Works 

Chapter One 

Jesus – A Man of Many Talents 

When Jesus walked the Earth, he managed to know and see and do many things. In fact, 

he seemed to understand the full range of not only society, but the occupations of basically every 

person at every level of society. Among the numerous jobs Jesus talked about and performed 

were teacher, leader, fisherman, public relations, and, of course, carpenter. Jesus wasn’t just 

talented at all of these things, but a complete genius in every field! This has led many scholars, 

both secular and religious, to claim that Jesus probably had the highest IQ of any human who 

ever lived!  Jesus is and was truly The Master. We also must be mindful of our own vocations as 

we seek to work for Jesus in every area of our lives. David Hagenbuch, in his paper concerning 

Christian vocation, states “Vocation derives from the Latin verb vocare, to call, and from a 

biblical perspective, that caller is God. It is important to note that this calling applies to every 

area of one's life, as there is no distinction between sacred and secular. An individual's vocation 

may include, for instance, his or her role as parent, spouse, sibling, deacon, scout leader, softball 

player, and member. As such, a vocation is a unique, individualized calling, often not discovered 

easily, that requires specific talents, offers true enjoyment, and accomplishes something of 

value” (2008, p. 86).   In this introductory chapter of our study, let’s look at the various areas of 

Jesus’ work in and among humans and how we can learn more from Him within the framework 

of His infinite talent, knowledge, and wisdom. 

Jesus the Man 

The first thing we have to understand is Jesus as a physical person. Jesus was human. We 

all realize this, but what does that mean? There are several areas we could discuss that would 



help us define Jesus’ humanity, but the easiest way to see who he was as a man is to look in the 

mirror. Jesus was susceptible to all of the same things we are. He got sleepy and grumpy and 

even sneezy! Sickness and pain and frustration were as much a way of life for Jesus as it is for 

you and me. We’ll see more about all of these things in the next chapter. Jesus also had interests, 

knowledge, skills, and abilities. He was interested in people, places, and things. Jesus went 

through stages of intellectual, physical, emotional, and spiritual development. He grew and 

changed and became an adult. Of course, He is God as well, but we can’t let this take away from 

the important fact of His humanness. Overall, Jesus wasn’t just a man, but The Man; the pattern 

after which we all follow. 

Jesus the Carpenter 

When people think of Jesus and work, one of the first things they imagine is Jesus the 

carpenter. This is obviously due to the nature of His earthly father’s occupation, but is this where 

Jesus’ experience with craftsmanship ends? Jesus uses His vast experience with the craft and art 

of carpentry on numerous occasions; probably far more often than we realize. His parables and 

sermons are replete with words like cornerstone, line, and build.  There’s a depth to His 

understanding and personal enjoyment of making something beautiful and useful that transcends 

the work itself and moves into a mentality and practice of being made new in His Kingdom. 

We’ll look more deeply at Jesus the carpenter in a later chapter. 

Jesus the Shepherd 

I am a sheep and the Lord is my Shepherd…We’ve sung this song many times. We all 

can probably recite Psalm 23 by heart. There’s something about being a shepherd that Jesus not 

only understood, but found extremely instructive for the Christian life and work. Jesus used this 



type of work to explain the relationship between Himself and us and He uses this example today 

as well. The work of a shepherd is one of love, sacrifice, and danger. It’s a place of authority and 

protection and care. Our Shepherd leads us in a way that would impress Jacob and David, even 

though they were veritable masters of the trade. Jesus as the Shepherd, watching over our souls 

will be discussed later. We’ll also look at His shepherding pattern that continues in His Kingdom 

today. 

Jesus the Farmer 

You might see a pattern emerging to the study. Yes, we’re approaching Jesus’ knowledge 

of occupations from what we would call “blue collar” jobs first. We’ll also look at some 

“professional” or “white collar” and finally the highest levels of work as society sees them. But, 

as the Farmer of farmers, Jesus understood a great deal about how to grow things. We’re very 

familiar with His parables concerning soil and seed. But, where does He draw this from and how 

does He interpret how this type of work can change humanity? You see with Jesus, it’s not just 

about using the farmer’s work as a model, but also telling those who are producers how they can 

use their own talents and might to produce for Him. Jesus, like you and I, loved to watch things 

grow and make something good and beautiful and delicious. When we look at Jesus the Farmer 

in a later chapter, we’ll see just how much joy He takes in things that grow! 

Jesus the Fisherman 

Jesus spent some serious time in boats. A full third of His core disciple group were 

fishermen (Peter, Andrew, James, and John) so He not only was exposed to fishing, but 

immersed in the full scope of a fisherman’s life. While fishing and the act of changing His 

followers into “fishers of men” were central to Jesus’ teaching, the act of fishing itself seemed to 



be of some importance to Him. Jesus didn’t just catch fish, He ate fish, multiplied fish, and even 

used fish in His ministry! Jesus the Fisherman was the best angler you’ll ever read about. He 

didn’t need radar equipment, waders, or even a fishing pole. He was that good! We’ll take a look 

into Jesus’ tacklebox in a later lesson to see how He viewed the act and work of fishing and how 

our own work can catch, produce, and multiply today. 

Jesus the Cook 

Food and eating together was an integral social and religious activity of the day when 

Jesus carried out His traveling ministry around Palestine. The Jews still carried out all of the 

various feasts that are mentioned in Numbers 28 and 29. Besides daily, weekly, and monthly 

offerings, there were five major religious festivals on the Jewish calendar and every one of them 

included cooking and eating. Jesus didn’t just cook, He created. When we think of the culinary 

arts, we tend to see them as a means to an end. Someone takes the food, adds some spices, 

applies heat in order to soften, warm, and sanitize the food, and then it’s ready for consumption. 

But, Jesus did more than this. He went a step further and made food something altogether new. 

He showed humanity how to look at food and other material necessities in a new way. The 

blessing of food today is no different than it was then. We still need it to live and we still need to 

look at it in a way that makes sense within the context of the Christian life. Not in a legalistic 

way, but in a way that takes our attention off of the material and directs our heart, soul, mind, 

and strength toward the spiritual. 

Jesus the Public Relations Rep 

We now shift into the realm that most people today would identify as “white collar” 

work. Jesus knew how to bridge the gap between those who were considered the working class 



and those who were in the upper echelons of society at the time. Today, He still knows how to do 

this. Interestingly, there wasn’t really a middle-class during the early first-century. Basically, 

there were those who lived on most of the wealth and then those who were the poor, scraping 

along through life. Of course, there were exceptions like tax collectors (Matthew), but even these 

exceptions would have been considered so far above the poor in social and monetary status as to 

be considered wealthy. However, Jesus was in the mix with all of these segments of society and 

was able to understand and communicate with all of them, effectively demolishing the 

boundaries that separated them. This comes to fruition in the early church and later as Paul 

writes about the equality of humanity (no slave or free, male or female, etc.) Jesus was and is the 

penultimate PR guy. We’ll look at just how great he is at understanding and dealing with 

humanity on all these levels in a later chapter. 

Jesus the Teller, Teacher, and Trainer 

There are three main ways to get information across to other people. You can tell them 

something. Telling is basically just giving someone information. I tell you that Jesus is God’s 

Son. Now you have the information. The end. Teaching goes farther. When you teach someone, 

you give them the information and then tell them what it means. I tell you Jesus is God’s Son and 

that He died to save you from your sins and that means that if you become a Christian, you can 

be with Him forever. But, the ultimate way to get information to someone is through training. 

When you train someone, you’re making a disciple. I can tell you that Jesus is God’s Son and 

that you can have eternal life in Him, thereby teaching you about what it means, but you won’t 

really get it if I don’t live it. Jesus was what you would call today a Full Professor of teaching 

about how to live in Him. He combined telling, teaching, and training into a perfect synchrony of 

how to have life and have it more abundantly. In our study on Jesus the Professor of life, we’ll 



get a clearer view of how He Professed life and how those who tell, teach, and train today can 

produce life and power in their own work. 

Jesus the Son 

I understand how being a son might seem to be outside the bounds of work. But, it’s 

important to realize that not only was the position of son in the first century an occupation, it was 

an elevated position in society. Inheritance and the transfer of power and wealth in first century 

Jewish society was very similar to what we see throughout the Old Testament. The firstborn son 

basically inherited the greatest share of the father’s wealth and then carried on the family name. 

In Jesus’ time, He as a Son was doing this very same thing. He had all the inheritance, he was the 

firstborn, and He was expected to rule in His Father’s house and learn how to be just like Him. 

Not only was this a huge responsibility, it was very hard work and carried with it dominion over 

hundreds (or in Jesus’ case all of humanity for all time). This brings us to the upper levels of 

work in society. In a wealthy and powerful family of that day, the place Jesus occupied would 

have carried with it great wealth and influence. Not only did Jesus understand this extremely 

important position, He excelled at it! We’ll look at Jesus’ as the Son later, but keep in mind that 

as The Son, His work was and still is pivotal to our understanding Him and His Kingdom as well 

as our place in His Kingdom as heirs and sons. 

Jesus the Prophet 

While the position of Prophet in the Old Testament was definitely one of power and 

exaltation, it was also one fraught with danger and rejection. However, in the manner of highly 

favored prophets like Samuel and Nathan, Jesus was able to bring information from the Father to 

the world and make a difference that was immediate and eternal. In the God-centered 



governments of David and Solomon, prophets were seen as not only respected, but absolutely 

vital to doing God’s will. As God’s special Prophet, Jesus was placed in the highest position of 

being a prophet that any prophet ever had been placed.  We don’t have a modern day equivalent 

to that of the Old or New Testament prophet, but we do have those who are in today who advise 

those in positions of power. In His infinite wisdom, Jesus perfected the work of the Prophet to 

such a degree that no other prophet before or after Him could even touch His insight and power. 

Jesus the Priest 

Priests also were included in the higher levels of society in the first century as well as the 

Old Testament. They were very powerful, usually to their own spiritual detriment. But, those 

who humbly carried out God’s will were counted as those who were closest to God, not only in 

proximity, but in heart, soul, mind, and strength. Jesus’ position as our High Priest is absolutely 

singular in all of history. His place of importance as intercessor cannot be overstated. But, how 

does this position of priesthood apply to us and to our own work? When we look at Jesus the 

Priest, we see someone who doesn’t hide that power or keep it from those who follow Him. 

There’s a place of work and importance in the priesthood for us all and we need to know what 

that is. 

Jesus the King 

The highest level of work anyone could think of if asked would have to be King. Even 

during this epoch of history when the office considered as the “most powerful in the world” is 

occupied by one man, it’s really not a position of power anything like what a king wields. Kings 

don’t answer to anyone. They rule completely and without need for advice or instruction. At 

least, that’s how a true Kingship should be. This is the kind of King we have in Jesus. He is 



perfectly loving, just, kind, and powerful. There is no comparison anywhere else or at any other 

time in human experience. But, do you know what is the most amazing part of Jesus’ Kingship? 

He shares it with everyone in His Kingdom! We are princes and princesses in an eternal 

Kingdom.  

Work Application 

All of us do different jobs and have to make various decisions about how we are going to 

work for God. Working for God isn’t just about the work we do for Him in His Kingdom, but the 

way we accomplish our daily jobs. Working with love, kindness, and deferential treatment 

toward our coworkers, supervisors, and subordinates must be a part of how we conduct our 

Christian walk. We think of Colossians 3:17 many times when we consider how we work. “And 

whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to 

God the Father through him.” But, what does Paul say immediately preceding this verse? “Put on 

then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, 

meekness, and patience, bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against another, 

forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. And above all these 

put on love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony.” (vss. 12-14).  Working in 

Jesus name is more than just saying it; it’s a change of heart and mind where we live it! This is 

where Paul ties up the loose ends with verses 22-24: “Bondservants, obey in everything those 

who are your earthly masters, not by way of eye-service, as people-pleasers, but with sincerity of 

heart, fearing the Lord. Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men, 

knowing that from the Lord you will receive the inheritance as your reward. You are serving the 

Lord Christ.” Wow! Isn’t that freeing? Isn’t it great to know that we are serving the Lord of 

Heaven and Earth, Jesus Himself? I can think of no better motivation to do a good job. 



Questions for Thought 

 If a supervisor, coworker, or subordinate approached you in anger about something you 

did or did not do at work, how would you react? What if it was not your fault? 

 How do you accomplish your work as “working for Jesus”? 

 What kinds of conflicts might we come across when working for the Lord in our secular 

occupations? 

  



Chapter Two 

Jesus the Man 

As human beings, we are automatically imbued with a desire and command to work. From 

the very beginning, God gave people something to do. In His human form, Jesus was no 

different. He was given a job to do merely by virtue of being human. In this chapter, we’ll look 

at how Jesus’ humanness innately identified Him as someone who could and should work and 

how He was able to not only accomplish the act of that work but perfectly encapsulate and model 

what work as a person of God should look like and be. 

Work for Humans 

When God created Adam and Eve, He was working. While this might seem fairly 

obvious in the sense that God was doing something, we sometimes downplay God’s work with 

phrases like, “Yeah, but He’s God and He can do anything” or “But, God doesn’t even get tired”. 

But, to say things like that it really to miss the point. The fact is God was and still is working in 

His creation. And He expects us to do the same. In fact, the first thing God did after He finished 

making the world was to give humanity a job to do! “Now out of the ground the Lord God had 

formed every beast of the field and every bird of the heavens and brought them to the man to see 

what he would call them. And whatever the man called every living creature, that was its name. 

The man gave names to all livestock and to the birds of the heavens and to every beast of the 

field.” Genesis 2:19-20a. Not only was this the first job given to a person, it was a job that was 

perfectly fit for the exploration and definition of an aspect of God’s creation. Scientists call this 

act of naming living things taxonomy. It’s basically using terms to define an animal or group of 

animals. Right from the beginning, God included humans in the work and ordering of creation. 

What an amazing opportunity! God extends the opportunity for participation in His world when 



He introduced tabernacle and temple worship. In Exodus chapter 38, God tells Moses exactly 

what to make, how to make it, and where to put it. He includes carpenters, artists, blacksmiths, 

silversmiths, goldsmiths, and numerous other artists and craftsmen. Weavers and fabric designers 

make curtains, designers layout the dimensions. After the tabernacle is built and set up, poets, 

musicians, song writers, singers, and many other people of various talents were included in the 

service and glorification of God in His creation. Of course, the participation was restricted to one 

subgroup of one gender, of one tribe, of one nation in all the world! But, the mere fact that God 

would allow even that small sub-sub-sub-group of people in His creation to approach and 

participate in His Creation through the symbols of His house was an amazing and astonishing 

thing.  

Work for Jesus 

When Jesus came, the whole system of work and participation in God’s Creation was 

turned on its head. If we were to look back to the beginning of Creation when God included 

Adam and Eve in His continuing work, we could see that there were no restrictions like those in 

tabernacle and temple worship. God left the opportunity to enter into His service completely 

open and encouraged Adam and Eve to collaborate with Him. When Jesus comes, He brings this 

concept back. We can see this in the way He Himself works in His Father’s Kingdom. His 

reaction to Mary and His brothers and sisters in Matthew 12:46-50 gives us a clue about how 

people are viewed in God’s Kingdom. “While he was still speaking to the people, behold, his 

mother and his brothers stood outside, asking to speak to him. “But he replied to the man who 

told him, ‘Who is my mother, and who are my brothers?’ And stretching out his hand toward his 

disciples, he said, ‘Here are my mother and my brothers! For whoever does the will of my Father 

in heaven is my brother and sister and mother.’” Jesus gives us a look inside the new order under 



a new rule of a new kind of King. It’s not a kingdom that is based on blood family or power or 

fame or money, but a Kingdom open and free to everyone! Paul brings this thought to its 

culmination in Colossians 3:11 when he says, “Here there is not Greek and Jew, circumcised and 

uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave, free; but Christ is all, and in all.” The Kingdom of 

God is available to everyone regardless of who they are or where they are in life. Jesus said as 

much when he sent out the disciples preaching, “The Kingdom of Heaven is at hand.” This didn’t 

merely mean that the Kingdom was present. The Kingdom of Heaven had always existed by the 

mere fact that God is King. Jesus was spreading the news that the Kingdom is now available and 

anyone and everyone can be a participant, a worker, in it. 

Jesus’ Work as a Man 

So, how do Jesus’ roles of ruler, leader, manager, and laborer all come together for us? 

What are the common threads in the way Jesus wore all of these different hats? Jesus is King, 

after all, so how can He still fit into the other categories and understand them and us so well? 

Part of the key is found in Hebrews 4:15 “For we do not have a high priest who is unable to 

sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet 

without sin.” Jesus is completely familiar with everyone at every level of society and in every 

type of work situation. As a ruler, Jesus brings forth the image of the perfect King, always 

knowing and doing what is best for His people, not just doing for them, but with them. He calls 

us into His Kingdom not as servants who go and do, but as co-heirs who have a stake and a 

blessing in the Kingdom. “The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of 

God, and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer 

with him in order that we may also be glorified with him.” Romans 8:16-17 It’s understood that 

Jesus is King, but equally apparent that He shared His glory and honor with us, the children and 



heirs of God! Jesus is also a leader and manager in His Kingdom. There is a distinct difference 

between leading and managing as anyone who has every led a group, business, or family knows. 

Leadership comes down to inspiration whereas management comes down to organization. Of 

courses, Jesus is perfect in both areas. He organizes His church and His people in such a way as 

to bring the Kingdome to the world at large. Just look at the structure and organization as He 

gave through inspiration in the early church. He is the head of the church (Ephesians 5:23), the 

Elders are His shepherds who keep the flock (I Peter 5:1-5), there are Deacons, Ministers, and 

Members who play roles as well…But, Jesus doesn’t just give us the structure, He gives us 

purpose too. We can have structure all day, but without purpose and inspiration to do something, 

all the structure in the world is worthless. Jesus is that inspiration in Hebrews 10:23-24, “Let us 

hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who promised is faithful. And let 

us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works.” Ultimately though, the 

inspiration we receive from Jesus is in His position as a laborer with us. “Take my yoke upon 

you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 

For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” (Matt 11:29). Jesus doesn’t say, “Here, take this 

yoke and go do the work yourself.” He gets behind the yoke with us and bears the burden 

alongside His servants as a servant Himself. There is something very real and good and 

important about this. It’s inspiring and comforting to know that we don’t have to do it on our 

own. Honestly we can’t and never could bear the burden on our own and that’s why Jesus works 

alongside us. But, how can we, so weak and flawed, be expected to work in a perfect Kingdom 

with a perfect Man? Reconciliation is a huge part of what makes our participation and closeness 

in Christ possible. David Hagenbuch, in his article titled Marketing as a Christian Vocation: 

Called to Reconciliation states, “The most compelling support for the inseparability of vocation 



and reconciliation, however, comes from Scripture. As 2 Corinthians 5:18-19 suggests, those 

who have been reconciled through Christ are called to practice reconciliation: "All this is from 

God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: that 

God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting men's sins against them. And he 

has committed to us the message of reconciliation." Likewise, Colossians 1:18-20 speaks of 

Christ as the head of the church and the means through which all things are reconciled to God. It 

seems reasonable to conclude, then, that Christians, the members of Christ's body, are called to 

supportive roles in that reconciliation” (2008, p. 85). 

Jesus is the perfect picture of how work should be done at every level no matter what it is or 

who we are. He performs His work with passion, love, grace, and as a servant at every stage and 

level. We can take this lesson with us and use the picture of Jesus’ work at every level and in 

every situation to inform how we interact with everyone around us, inside and outside the 

church. 

Work Application 

As humans, we are hard wired to work. From the beginning, God gave us the gift of 

participation in His Kingdom of Creation. Adam and Eve had something to do in the Garden. 

While they were not yet working by the “sweat of their brows” they still had things to do. Today, 

we still have a motivation to work. Even if we didn’t need to make money, we’d still have a need 

to do something to keep ourselves occupied. Otherwise, we’d be bored and feel purposeless. Part 

of the motivation we have is in working with Jesus. We often express our work as one of 

subordinate work for Jesus, but we are called to something greater in participation with Jesus in 

His Kingdom. Philippians 3:10 speaks about a working together with Christ, sharing with Him in 



His sufferings. And of course, Jesus calls us to take up our cross Matthew 16:24 and take His 

yoke upon us Matthew 11:29. Jesus labors with us in His Kingdom while ruling in every area of 

our lives in peace, love, and joy. 

Questions for Thought 

 We are hardwired to work and feel the need to work, but what about people who hate 

their jobs? How do they work as working for Jesus in a job that is unrewarding or 

dehumanizing? 

 How do we find purpose in our work? 

 How do we participate with Christ in our daily, secular work? Why is this important? 

  



Chapter 3  

Jesus the Carpenter 

The most common vocation we hear attributed to Jesus in church conversation is that of 

carpenter. This is most likely an accurate description although the Greek word used to describe 

His surrogate father’s occupation is tekton which can also be translated as mason or other fields 

of construction. However, the trade of carpentry has stuck as the most likely field in which 

Joseph, and by extension Jesus, was employed.  The connotation of the word tekton and its 

accompanying duties leaves the understanding that Jesus’ would have been considered not just 

someone who builds items, but an artisan or craftsman who would have been very skilled and 

precise in His work. No doubt Jesus would have taken great pride in the act of making and 

perfecting the things He built. I grew up learning the trade of carpentry myself, and I can attest to 

the many skills you must learn to become a master carpenter like my dad. Jesus would have 

learned from Joseph and honed His skills from an early age, much the way I and my younger 

brother did. By the time he was a teenager, He probably would have produced some of the finest 

workmanship in Nazareth. 

Carpentry in the Bible 

Some of the first mentions of carpentry in the Bible were in relation to the building of the 

Tabernacle and Temple in the Old Testament. 2 Kings 12:11 mentions the occupation in 

connection with the works of the Temple carried out under Jehoida, the priest: “Then they would 

give the money that was weighed out into the hands of the workmen who had the oversight of the 

house of the Lord. And they paid it out to the carpenters and the builders who worked on the 

house of the Lord.” The carpenters who worked on the temple would have been the best of the 

best. They would be considered the most skilled craftsmen of their day. This would have been 



reflected in the work Jesus Himself carried out as a carpenter as well as the craftsmanship He put 

into changing the lives of those around Him. In Isaiah 41:7, God identifies Himself as a 

carpenter/craftsman Who “strengthens the goldsmith, and he who smooths with the hammer him 

who strikes the anvil, saying of the soldering, “It is good”; and they strengthen it with nails so 

that it cannot be moved.” He is the One Who makes everything true and good and strong. Again, 

this would have been carried by Jesus into His own ministry and work. In Isaiah 44:13, carpentry 

is mentioned with a negative connotation in relation to the act of making idols. Interestingly, the 

context of the passage talks about a carpenter who carves and shapes wood into the “figure of a 

man, with the beauty of a man, to dwell in a house.” As creator of the Universe and man himself, 

Jesus would stand as the Master Carpenter Who would shape mankind into what it is. Timothy 

was encouraged by Paul to “Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker 

(workman) who has no need to be ashamed, rightly handling the word of truth.” 2 Timothy 2:15. 

Some commentators have equated the term workman or skilled worker with tekton as a metaphor 

of someone who has the skills to completely and fully craft something of beauty and 

significance. Altogether the station of carpenter within Jewish and later Christian society was 

one of honor and carried with it the connotation of someone who knew what they were doing. 

Jesus the Carpenter 

There are some direct references in the New Testament to the fact that Jesus was 

employed at least for some time in the trade of carpentry. The fact that Joseph was identified as a 

carpenter is, of course, a solid indication of the trade Jesus would have learned while growing up 

since the firstborn son would not only have learned his father’s business, but would have been 

expected to take it over after his father’s retirement and death, thereby providing for the family 

and passing the skill to his own offspring. The fact that Joseph was a carpenter is seen in 



Matthew 13:55 when Jesus is rejected in His own hometown, “Is not this the carpenter’s son? Is 

not his mother called Mary? And are not his brothers James and Joseph and Simon and Judas?”  

The people of Nazareth only saw Jesus as One Who made furniture and fixed roofs. While 

contempt definitely played a part in their misunderstanding, there was also incredulity toward 

Jesus as He would have been seen as abdicating His position as caregiver and family head as the 

firstborn son. The people of Nazareth may have been holding a grudge based on what they 

misconstrued as a deadbeat firstborn son who should never have left carpentry for some silly, 

half-baked ministry. In Mark 6:3, we see a clearer depiction and wording of the same event. “Is 

not this the carpenter, the son of Mary and brother of James and Joses and Judas and Simon? 

And are not his sisters here with us?” And they took offense at him.” Here, Jesus is identified not 

just as the son of the carpenter, but as a master of the trade itself. He is thrust forward into a 

place and occupation that He has apparently left behind. However, what none of the people 

understand, and perhaps what we misunderstand today, is that Jesus never left His trade behind. 

It was as much a part of Him as His ministry to the world.  

Jesus Preaching About Carpentry 

Carpentry, craftsmanship, workmanship, and building are integral parts of everything 

Jesus says and does in His ministry. This is evident not only in His life, but in the writings of Old 

Testament prophets and in the early church. In His parables, sermons, and ministry as a whole, 

Jesus builds and designs and crafts. He sets up foundations, drops the plumb bob, shoots lines, 

and levels beams, all resulting in a people and a church ready to bring His Gospel to the world. 

Work is something important to Jesus. He continues to work today. Marc Kolden comments on 

this in his paper titled Work and Meaning: Some Theological Reflections: “Human work needs 

to be thought of primarily in relation to God the Creator, who establishes the whole of the 



created order. The Christian understanding of creation is not simply that "once upon a time" God 

made everything. This is part of it, to be sure, but still more important is the affirmation that God 

is constantly creating everything. Nothing exists in itself or on its own. Everything is always 

being upheld by ongoing divine creative work” (1994, p. 68). God is just as active in His creation 

today as He was in the first 6 days. Let’s look at some of Jesus’ parables. The wise and foolish 

men in Matthew chapter 7 were both building, one on a solid foundation and one on a weak 

place. Jesus uses this to show His disciples where they should place their faith and on what 

foundation to build. In John 2:19, He said, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it 

up.” Jesus gives the key to our salvation in this short sentence. He tells us all that He can rebuild 

anything and anyone at any time. He has the power and might to take what has been destroyed 

and put it right once more. And of course He tells Peter famously, “And I tell you, you are Peter, 

and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.” 

Matthew 16:18. Jesus never let go of building anything. He still builds today and is our Master 

Carpenter. Jesus draws on prophecy that talks about building and how He would become not 

only the foundation, but the Builder as well. “The stone that the builders rejected has become the 

cornerstone.” Psalm 118:22 He points this out in Matthew 21:42-44. Jesus doesn’t just talk about 

how everything will be built on Him, but that His power will overcome everything and everyone 

who doesn’t build on Him. Of course, we are a part of the building itself and coworkers with the 

Builder Himself! Paul writes, “For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good 

works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.” Ephesians 2:10. Jesus has 

created us in Himself and included us in His work as builders, carpenters, tekton who have an 

important role in His work and who can incorporate into every area of our lives the work that is 

His work. We are Jesus’ greatest work of art, His most prized creation.  



 Jesus is the master builder. And He can make us master builders as well in the same way He 

used Paul. 1 Corinthians 3:10-11, “According to the grace of God given to me, like a skilled 

master builder I laid a foundation, and someone else is building upon it. Let each one take care 

how he builds upon it. For no one can lay a foundation other than that which is laid, which is 

Jesus Christ.” This power and skill comes from the One who made everything. Just look at John 

chapter 1. Jesus made it all! And He’s not done yet. In Hebrews chapter 1, we see a picture of 

His continuing work in His Creation: “Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to 

our fathers by the prophets, but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he 

appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he created the world. He is the radiance of 

the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe by the word of 

his power. After making purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on 

high, having become as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent 

than theirs.” Vss. 1-4.  Jesus is still working and building today. He is still that artisan, crafting 

and carving away the pieces that don’t fit. He’s still making and caring for and keeping us all. 

Work Application 

As craftsmen and women who work alongside Jesus, we need to pay close attention to the 

details while seeing the wider view of our work for and with him and Him work with and 

through us. There is great value in knowing what we’re doing as Paul told Timothy to do. If 

we’re going to be true workmen, we have to practice the craft of making the beautiful work of art 

in His Kingdom just as we pay attention to detail in our daily work. The work we do has the 

propensity to become a deeply defining part of our lives as Jesus carpentry apparently did for 

Him. We can use our understanding and knowledge of our secular work to instruct and lead in 

the Kingdom of Heaven.  There is a place for your talent in His Kingdom. 



Questions for Thought 

 How can you use your own work knowledge and experience in God’s Kingdom? 

 How does Jesus’ work ethic and attention to detail as a craftsman find its way into your 

secular work? Church work? 

 As a master builder for Jesus, what foundation are you laying in your secular work, 

personal life, and church work? 

 

  



Chapter 4 

Jesus the Shepherd 

Sheep were an integral part of Jewish life for thousands of years. Their wool was used for 

clothing, blankets, tent-making, and numerous other applications. They fed the Israelites in the 

wilderness with their milk and cheese and meat. Sheep were the very life-blood of Jewish 

society. They were used in sacrifices, most notably for the Passover and were seen as a symbolic 

facsimile of Israel itself. Although shepherds were seen as the simple keepers of sheep, notable 

figures like Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and King David enjoyed elevated status in Israelite history 

and society. As a result, the station of shepherd has become an occupation synonymous with one 

who not only care for others, but leads, protects, and fights for them. In this chapter, Jesus’ 

nature as The Good Shepherd will be discussed in relation to shepherding in the Old Testament, 

Jesus’ own teaching about shepherding, and how He has established a system of shepherding for 

our time and all of time. 

A Survey of Shepherding in the Old Testament 

Shepherding is the third oldest occupation in human history, closely following scientist 

and farming or gardening. In Genesis 4:2, Abel is identified as a “keeper of sheep”. Of course, 

Abel brought a sacrifice of the firstborn and fat portions of his flock and pleased God. So, from 

the very start, shepherding and the sacrifice attached to it were positively regarded by God. This 

follows as we see the patriarchs Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob who have massive flocks of sheep 

and manage to care for them in innovative ways, thereby increasing their wealth and sustaining 

their large, swelling families. Jacob had a special talent for shepherding and producing strong 

flocks of sheep. In Genesis 30:29-43, we see Jacob’s ability to produce and raise strong flocks of 



sheep. He uses some unusual breeding methods that are blessed by God to bring forth artificially 

selected, stronger flocks, thus leaving his father-in-law Laban with the weaker sheep and a lesser 

amount of sheep as well. Unfortunately, Jacob’s shepherding expertise seems to end with his 

care and feeding of sheep. He fails at relationships repeatedly, alienating his own brother Esau 

by cheating him out of his birthright (Genesis 27). He fails at being a good husband to Leah by 

playing favorites with Rachel (Genesis 29). He doesn’t learn from the chaos in his marriages and 

plays favorites again with Joseph (Genesis 37).  Jacob’s shrewdness and genius in his business, 

then, does not extend to the most important areas of his life. The shepherding process extends to 

other important areas of life in Israelite religion and society. When Joseph brought his family to 

Egypt, there was an immediate separation between the Israelites and the Egyptians caused by the 

primary occupation of the Israelites. Genesis 46:33-34 makes this clear: “When Pharaoh calls 

you and says, ‘What is your occupation?’ you shall say, ‘Your servants have been keepers of 

livestock from our youth even until now, both we and our fathers,’ in order that you may dwell in 

the land of Goshen, for every shepherd is an abomination to the Egyptians.” This separation 

served to sanctify the Israelites and keep them holy. And even after 400 years in Egypt, the 

Israelites had not become overtaken by rampant Egyptian paganism as a result of this separation. 

When the time came after 400 years for the Israelites to leave Egypt, the central figure of the 

Exodus was the lamb. Under the shelter of the blood of the lamb, death passed over the nation of 

Israel, sparing the firstborn and by grace God’s people were led out of bondage and into a new 

life and relationship with God. Under that new relationship, sacrifices were included as a way to 

atone for sins and allow the people to be close to God. All of these sacrifices included animals 

and the most special (Passover and Day of Atonement) included the blood of the lamb. Fast 

forward another 400 years to the time of David, a shepherd himself. David explains just how 



harrowing shepherding could be when he talks to Saul about the manner in which he could slay 

Goliath. “But David said to Saul, “Your servant used to keep sheep for his father. And when 

there came a lion, or a bear, and took a lamb from the flock, I went after him and struck him and 

delivered it out of his mouth. And if he arose against me, I caught him by his beard and struck 

him and killed him. Your servant has struck down both lions and bears, and this uncircumcised 

Philistine shall be like one of them, for he has defied the armies of the living God.” 1 Samuel 

17:34-36. Of course, David turns shepherding around and looks at God Himself as the Great 

Shepherd in Psalm 23. Shepherding, then, is not just any occupation in the psyche and history of 

Israel or in our own psyche and history as Christians. 

Jesus as Shepherd 

Based on the history and religion we just delved into, it’s easy to see how Jesus would 

know and use shepherding as not just an occupation, but as a way of leadership and life. In his 

article about Socioeconomic Status and Belief About God’s Influence in Everyday Life, Scott 

Schieman talks about God’s leadership in our lives: “Individuals who sustain a belief in divine 

control perceive that God has a determinative influence on the good and bad outcomes in their 

lives, that God has decided what their life shall be, and that their fate evolves according to God's 

will or plan for them. Moreover, they tend to rely on God in their decision-making and more 

fervently seek His guidance for solutions to problems” (2010, p. 31).There is an understood 

leading and seeking that is present in God’s care for us. One of the most consistent ways in 

which Jesus refers to those whom He sought was that of lost sheep. In Matthew 15:24, Jesus tells 

the Canaanite woman, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” In Matthew 10:6 

He tells His disciples to “go to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” And in vs 16 He says, 

“Behold, I send you out as sheep in the midst of wolves.” Jesus knows what it means to be a 



Shepherd Who takes care of sheep who cannot take care of themselves. When He speaks of us as 

sheep, Jesus is simultaneously giving us the greatest comfort and the greatest insult. He is saying, 

“You’re stupid and aimless and defenseless, but I promise I won’t let anything happen to you 

and I will make sure you are safe and have what you need.” Look at how he describes this 

relationship in Luke 15:4-7 “What man of you, having a hundred sheep, if he has lost one of 

them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the open country, and go after the one that is lost, until he 

finds it? And when he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders, rejoicing. And when he comes 

home, he calls together his friends and his neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I 

have found my sheep that was lost.’ Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one 

sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance.” Jesus 

doesn’t just shepherd passively. The very definition of shepherding is one of action, risk, and 

sacrifice. They hunt down lions and bears, they defeat giants, and they rescue the sheep from 

high cliffs and low pits. “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the 

sheep. He who is a hired hand and not a shepherd, who does not own the sheep, sees the wolf 

coming and leaves the sheep and flees, and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. He flees 

because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep. I am the good shepherd. I know my 

own and my own know me, just as the Father knows me and I know the Father; and I lay down 

my life for the sheep. And I have other sheep that are not of this fold. I must bring them also, and 

they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd.” John 10:11-16. Jesus 

makes it clear that He is the one around whom we as His sheep are to flock. We look to Him for 

our learning, protection, sustenance, and life. In Him, we have a future and a home. But, Jesus 

doesn’t stop there. He’s not only the Great Shepherd, but the Lamb of God. Isaiah 53:6-7 shows 

how far He was willing to go: “All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned—every 



one—to his own way; and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all. He was oppressed, and 

he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth; like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, and like a 

sheep that before its shearers is silent, so he opened not his mouth.” He became one of the sheep 

and took our place. Jesus became the perfect lamb we could not be in order to make the sacrifice 

we could not make. The Lamb was spoken of by John the Baptizer in John1:29-30 “The next day 

he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin 

of the world! This is he of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks before me, because 

he was before me.” John knew the preeminence of Jesus as God and he knew how much Jesus 

gave to become the Lamb. It is this kind of servant leadership, this amazing, self-denying 

sacrifice that represents to us just how perfect of a shepherd Jesus is. 

Jesus’ System of Shepherding 

Of course, when Jesus ascended and left the business of church establishment and growth 

to His Apostles, He didn’t leave them without a method of shepherding. As the Good Shepherd, 

Jesus is the head of the church, but as Moses wisely appointed Elders to shepherd the flock of 

Israel, Jesus did the same. He is the Great Judge of all mankind and all of His judgments are 

perfect. Therefore, He appoints in His Kingdom, men who should follow suit and make 

judgments and decisions based on His own rightness. The Shepherds we see today began as men 

appointed in congregations for the purpose of leadership and guidance as wise men who could 

love and lead the young sheep in the church. Titus 1:5-9 “This is why I left you in Crete, so that 

you might put what remained into order, and appoint elders in every town as I directed you— if 

anyone is above reproach, the husband of one wife, and his children are believers and not open to 

the charge of debauchery or insubordination. For an overseer, as God’s steward, must be above 

reproach. He must not be arrogant or quick-tempered or a drunkard or violent or greedy for gain, 



but hospitable, a lover of good, self-controlled, upright, holy, and disciplined. He must hold firm 

to the trustworthy word as taught, so that he may be able to give instruction in sound doctrine 

and also to rebuke those who contradict it.” Jesus knew we sheep would need shepherd here 

among us and He has provided us with a way to have the men we need to guide and protect us 

and lead us toward the love and care of the Great Shepherd. Paul also writes to Timothy, “Let the 

elders who rule well be considered worthy of double honor, especially those who labor in 

preaching and teaching.” 1 Timothy 5:17. Elders are meant for a special service and should be 

the kind of sheep we can trust, just as we trust the Lamb of God. Finally Peter encapsulates who 

a Shepherd should be in 1 Peter 5:1-4 “So I exhort the elders among you, as a fellow elder and a 

witness of the sufferings of Christ, as well as a partaker in the glory that is going to be revealed: 

shepherd the flock of God that is among you, exercising oversight, not under compulsion, but 

willingly, as God would have you; not for shameful gain, but eagerly; not domineering over 

those in your charge, but being examples to the flock. And when the chief Shepherd appears, you 

will receive the unfading crown of glory.” 

 Jesus is the Great Shepherd and the Lamb. He is everything and everything we need. And 

He invites us into His Kingdom to serve and work as He does, in a sharing, cooperative, and 

collaborative relationship with Him, His Father, and the Holy Spirit. In his article title “The 

Theology of Work and the Work of Christian Scholars”, Donald Griesinger states, "My Father is 

still working," Jesus said, "and I also am working" (John 5:17), and His invitation still stands that 

all who will receive Him will become His people, and all who put their trust in Him will become 

His church - God's own people through whom the nations of the earth will be blessed - what Karl 

Barth calls ‘community for the world’” (2010, p.293). We have the opportunity to work with the 

chief Shepherd and bring this community to everyone around us.  God Himself is a community: 



Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. And He has been in loving community within Himself for eternity. 

To paraphrase C.S. Lewis: If God is not three persons, then love did not exist until He created 

humanity. However, God is Father, Son, and Spirit and has for eternity been in a loving, perfect 

community (1948, p. 21). And now you and I can be part of that community as well! 

Work Application 

Sheep and shepherding in the church are still central figures of leadership and life. We 

serve the Lamb who is also our Good Shepherd and we are led by our local Shepherds in the 

local congregation. But, we also have leadership responsibilities as the sheep of His pasture. We 

are called to be sheep like the shepherd, sacrificial as the Lamb was sacrificed. We are to be 

ready to lay down our lives for others as the Good Shepherd has done for us. This is a self-

effacing, sacrificial way of life; one in which we don’t get angry when someone slights us or 

ignores us, but we love them and pray for them. A Kingdom of sheep with a Good Shepherd 

Who shows us the clear way to the best things in life, all of which are found in Him. The 

ultimate picture of the sheep and Shepherd relationship is one of perfect community and love and 

care. Within the community of sheep, we have love, peace, and joy that we share with one 

another and desire to share with those not in our flock. We as sheep are not exclusive or unkind, 

but willing to include more sheep in the abundance of water and sweet nourishment our 

Shepherd provides. 

 

Questions for Thought 

 As lambs of Jesus, how do we follow His shepherding example? 



 What are the best things in the life of a Christian? How do these things play out in our 

secular and church work? 

 Why is community in Jesus important? How do we extend this community through our 

work as the sheep of His pasture? 

  



Chapter 5 

Jesus the Farmer 

As the Creator of all life, it makes perfect sense that Jesus would know about how and why 

things grow, but He would not just know the basics. As the maker of space, time, and matter, 

Jesus knows how everything works and exactly what to tell us to ensure we can bring to life 

those who were dead in their sins. While there will always be some mystery to salvation and how 

His blood works, this mystery has been revealed to us by the Great Farmer and Gardener 

Himself. In this study, we’ll see how Jesus taught about things that grow, including His people, 

how He set up the botanical world we know and sustains it, and how He sustains the growth of 

everything and everyone, including His church. 

Jesus’ Farming Ministry 

There are many families in south Alabama who grew up with farming or gardening as a 

part of their lives. In my own family, our farming property spans eight generations on the same 

land and some of that land is still planted in corn today. There seems to be something special in 

human beings that takes pride, comfort, and peace in the act of planting, growing, tending, and 

harvesting food, flowers, and other crops that provide the basic needs of life. My dad remembers 

picking cotton as a young boy. He would take his little sack out and pick as much as he could in 

a day. When the field hands who picked for a day’s wage would go to the payment table to get 

paid, he would line up as well and usually weigh in enough cotton for a nickel, just enough to 

buy himself some ice cream at the little store where they dropped off the field workers. This 

story is a steady reminder of the difficulty, pride, joy, community, and family of work. It’s the 

kind of atmosphere we are meant to have in our workplaces and even more so in the work we do 



as a church for the Owner of the Vineyard. Probably the most famous example of Jesus’ farming 

ministry is the Parable of the Sower found in Mark 4:3-8. “Listen! Behold, a sower went out to 

sow. And as he sowed, some seed fell along the path, and the birds came and devoured it. Other 

seed fell on rocky ground, where it did not have much soil, and immediately it sprang up, since it 

had no depth of soil. And when the sun rose, it was scorched, and since it had no root, it withered 

away. Other seed fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked it, and it yielded no 

grain. And other seeds fell into good soil and produced grain, growing up and increasing and 

yielding thirtyfold and sixtyfold and a hundredfold.” Jesus tells the parable and then explains it 

to His disciples a few verses later. This seems strange since agriculture was an integral part of 

society in that day and age. But, as well as the disciples would have understood farming, they 

apparently had no grasp of how Jesus was applying it to His Kingdom. Fortunately, He was able 

to get the point across to those who “had ears”.  Jesus doesn’t simply leave this parable up for 

grabs, either. He explains what the seed is in vss. 14-20. Jesus says the seed is “the word” or 

Logos in Greek, which is the same word used in John 1 to describe Jesus Himself. It is in this 

seed that truth is planted and grows in and through us all and finds its way into the world. Donald 

Griesinger in his paper titled The Theology of Work and the Work of Christian Scholars 

describes this parable in these terms: “Jesus likened His followers to seed sowed into the culture 

to reform it, yeast to enliven it, and salt to preserve and flavor it. Surely, no one is without some 

cultural contact and everyone has a sphere of influence” (2010, p. 297). Jesus brings His 

understanding of farming into view again in Matthew 3 with the Parable of the Tares or Weeds. 

And the Mustard Seed. In the Parable of the Weeds, Jesus again compares the Kingdom of 

Heaven to seeds, but this time instead of the seeds being the Word, He says they are people. The 

wheat is good and will be preserved while the weeds are evil and will be cast into the fire. Jesus 



uses conventional wisdom here by allowing the weeds to grow up with the wheat because if you 

try to tear out weeds when they’re young and the roots have intertwined with the roots of the 

wheat, you’ll uproot the wheat as well and destroy the crop. But, if you wait and harvest them all 

at once, you can separate them easily and still have a good yield. Jesus still sees the world this 

way today and He tells us to do the same. We can look around us every day and see the evil in 

our world. But, we aren’t commanded to tear it out by the roots ourselves. We must live around 

it and try our best to change the world through God’s work in us. Only at the end of the Age will 

all be uprooted and sorted. This analogy goes a long way toward not being distracted by the evil 

around us. If all we do as we live here and work in God’s Kingdom is spend our energy worrying 

about the evil and not doing the good, then the evil is winning. Jesus shows us how to be patient 

and work diligently and honestly in His Kingdom and in whatever we do. Finally, the Mustard 

Seed reminds us of just how far the smallest of good things can go. By setting aside the anxiety 

of weeds of evil and letting the good fully take root in us, what we may have initially thought 

was a very small thing will take root and grow to overcome all evil. In Jesus, we will grow as a 

body to overtake evil with good. This is the power of our small good in a Big God! 

Jesus and the Botanical World 

Jesus knew how to teach about planting and growing because He made it all! Yes, He 

grew up in agrarian society, but His true place is in the realm of the Creator. Imagine if you 

could understand how a seed actually works. There are many scientists today who have studied 

the component parts of seeds and even looked at them at the molecular level, but none of them 

can explain how and why they do what they do. It’s still a mystery! But, Jesus knows exactly 

how and why they work, because He made them all. We see this clearly in John 1 and have also 

seen how He “he upholds the universe by the word of his power” Hebrews 1:3. This means that 



every atom, molecule, and force in nature is held together by Him. This being understood, then, 

there are probably deeper understandings in His parables and in His ongoing work in the 

universe that we do not comprehend and could never hope to. But, this also means that the work 

we are invited to participate in within His creation is all the more important.  In Paul’s 

conversation with the Corinthians in 1 Corinthians 6:2-3, he gives us a picture of the significance 

of us in His Kingdom, “Or do you not know that the saints will judge the world? And if the 

world is to be judged by you, are you incompetent to try trivial cases? Do you not know that we 

are to judge angels? How much more, then, matters pertaining to this life!” There is an important 

subtext and responsibility then for Christians in the Kingdom of Heaven here and now and in the 

future. Jesus speaks of this in Luke 7:28 when He says, “I tell you, among those born of women 

none is greater than John. Yet the one who is least in the kingdom of God is greater than he.” 

You and I are blessed amazingly to be able to work in God’s Kingdom. We have all been given 

an opportunity to live fearless, guilt-free, powerful lives of service to God. This is not only an 

amazing gift, but something we can all use as an encouragement and motivation to continue our 

work for Jesus. But, back to the Botanical World of Jesus. Something that has always fascinated 

me is the Garden of Eden and the things that grew there. While there are many who interpret the 

Tree of Life and the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil as mere symbols, these were 

obviously fruit-bearing trees that could be eaten as food. In Genesis 3:6 it’s plain that they ate the 

fruit: “So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the 

eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she 

also gave some to her husband who was with her, and he ate.” The amazing thing is that these 

special foods could do amazing things like change one’s perceptions of the world and imbue one 

with eternal youth. When Jesus created these trees and their fruits, what kind of special power 



was placed therein? It’s not necessarily a question we can fully answer or comprehend, but 

something we must ponder in order to see His power and work in His Creation from the 

beginning through the end of the Age. In the fruit He made was the same power we will receive 

for eternal life with Him; a life made possible by His own work and power in us. Hebrews 13:20-

21 “Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great 

shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, equip you with everything good that 

you may do his will, working in us that which is pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ, to 

whom be glory forever and ever. Amen.”  

 

Jesus Sustains the Growth of Everything and Everyone 

Jesus not only made everything, He continues in the creation and sustainment of 

everything and everyone. Let’s look at how God’s Word impacted creation: Genesis 1:1-3 “In 

the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. The earth was without form and void, and 

darkness was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the 

waters. And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light.” Now, let’s compare this passage 

to John 1:1-5 “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 

God. He was in the beginning with God. All things were made through him, and without him 

was not any thing made that was made. In him was life, and the life was the light of men. The 

light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.” The similarity, which we all 

have seen and understand, is astonishing and explains so much about God’s creative power and 

methodology. He literally speaks all matter into existence. But, once the physical universe is 

spoken, He doesn’t stop there. Look at Col 1:15-17 “He is the image of the invisible God, the 



firstborn of all creation. For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and 

invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created through 

him and for him. And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together.” The matter and 

forces in our universe are held together by Jesus’ creative will and power. I don’t know how, but 

there is obviously something deeper and more mysterious than the magnetic and gravitational 

forces we experience that hold matter together. Hebrews 1:1-4 says more about this: “Long ago, 

at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, but in these last days 

he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he 

created the world. He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and 

he upholds the universe by the word of his power. After making purification for sins, he sat 

down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, having become as much superior to angels as the 

name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs.” Imagine a roof with no walls or pillars 

underneath it…can you imagine such a thing? Why not? Of course, you have to have a 

foundation upon which to build, supporting structures, and something to hold it all together 

before you can ever have a roof. Our physical world is no different. While a materialist only 

looks as deep as the matter itself, the believer understands that there is Someone whose power 

initiates and upholds that matter. 

 Jesus is not any normal Farmer. He is the One Who made the smallest component of the 

seed, the soil, the water, and the sunlight that makes photosynthesis happen! Jesus understands 

more about what it means to live and grow than anyone. He teaches us to learn and grow as well 

and holds everything together by His power. 

 



Work Application 

Jesus’ knowledge of farming and growing is deeper and more developed than the most 

devoted student of agriculture today. His observations concerning how things grow and how 

those growing things apply to His Kingdom are perfect allusions to the coming church and those 

who would live in it. Jesus sees this through yet another parable, prophetic in its instruction: And 

he said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable shall we use for it? It 

is like a grain of mustard seed, which, when sown on the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds 

on earth, yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes larger than all the garden plants and puts 

out large branches, so that the birds of the air can make nests in its shade.” Mark 4:30-32. Jesus 

uses us to propagate this seed and water it. When He gives the increase, just imagine how full the 

beautiful tree will be, adorned with the most colorful and amazing birds of Heaven. Jesus 

provides care and feeding for us birds as we nest in His Kingdom, sustaining us and everything 

in His universe. Through His upholding Word, we are able to live and move and have our being, 

which allows us to accomplish work for Him and in His Kingdom. Jesus not only shows us how 

He grows everything, to include His church, but He shows us how to grow personally in our 

work, marriages, spirit, and life as a whole, maturing and becoming more in His image every 

day.  

Questions for Thought 

 How is Jesus helping you grow in your work and life as a whole? 

 How will growing in the image of Jesus help you be more effective in your secular and 

church work? 

 How are you propagating and watering the mustard seeds in your life? 



Chapter 6 

Jesus the Fisherman 

Jesus was and still is the best fisherman of all time. He didn’t use waders, He walked on the 

water. He didn’t use a radar or sonar to find fish, He could get inside a fish’s head and make it 

come to Him. Jesus didn’t even have to catch a boatload of fish, He could take one or two of 

them and multiply them ten-thousand times over! There’s no professional fisherman who ever 

lived who could touch Jesus. This chapter is all about Jesus the fisherman and His lessons to us 

on how to catch, produce, and multiply. If we will be fishers of men, we must watch the real 

Bass Pro in action! 

Catching Fish: Not Just Wetting a Hook 

When Jesus set out to catch fish, He always had a goal in mind. It wasn’t necessarily 

about how many fish were caught, but what the impact of the catch was. Of course, the most 

pronounced event we see is the great catch Jesus caused when He first began His ministry. Luke 

5:1-10 “On one occasion, while the crowd was pressing in on him to hear the word of God, he 

was standing by the lake of Gennesaret, and he saw two boats by the lake, but the fishermen had 

gone out of them and were washing their nets. Getting into one of the boats, which was Simon’s, 

he asked him to put out a little from the land. And he sat down and taught the people from the 

boat. And when he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into the deep and let down 

your nets for a catch.” And Simon answered, “Master, we toiled all night and took nothing! But 

at your word I will let down the nets.” And when they had done this, they enclosed a large 

number of fish, and their nets were breaking. They signaled to their partners in the other boat to 

come and help them. And they came and filled both the boats, so that they began to sink. But 

when Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying, “Depart from me, for I am a 



sinful man, O Lord.” For he and all who were with him were astonished at the catch of fish that 

they had taken, and so also were James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were partners with 

Simon. And Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be afraid; from now on you will be catching men.” 

Jesus is tired and being mobbed by people. Apparently already into His early ministry, He is 

trying to teach the people, but it’s impossible to teach when people are squishing you, so He uses 

one of the boats to get some distance and teach. But, what He does after the sermon is over is the 

real teachable moment. It’s so impactful that Peter immediately realizes Who Jesus is and can’t 

stand in His presence. Only God could make something like this happen. It is in this moment that 

we see the power of the catch. It isn’t about how much is caught, but how much it affects those 

who will now catch men. Stephen Llewelyn and Blake Wassell give some insight into this in 

their article titled "Fishers of Humans," the Contemporary Theory of Metaphor, and Conceptual 

Blending Theory “The expression indicates an emphasis on being made something that is both 

familiar and unfamiliar, normal and abnormal, old and new. Thus, we will label the source 

domain a fisher. It is the makeup of a fisher that will structure conceptually (and experientially) 

the fishers' coming after' Jesus” (2014, p. 641). Jesus used one fish to teach another lesson to 

Peter. Matthew 17:24-27 “When they came to Capernaum, the collectors of the two-drachma tax 

went up to Peter and said, “Does your teacher not pay the tax?” He said, “Yes.” And when he 

came into the house, Jesus spoke to him first, saying, “What do you think, Simon? From whom 

do kings of the earth take toll or tax? From their sons or from others?” And when he said, “From 

others,” Jesus said to him, “Then the sons are free. However, not to give offense to them, go to 

the sea and cast a hook and take the first fish that comes up, and when you open its mouth you 

will find a shekel. Take that and give it to them for me and for yourself.” With one fish, Jesus 

gives Peter a new perspective on the Kingdom and civil authority. At once, He makes clear that 



His Kingdom is not of this world and the necessity of operating with humility and service within 

the civil system of the time. The catch here is one of obedience and understanding. Jesus 

bookends His ministry with another great catch. This time, it reveals something more amazing 

than the first catch. John21:1-8, 14 “After this Jesus revealed himself again to the disciples by 

the Sea of Tiberias, and he revealed himself in this way. Simon Peter, Thomas (called the Twin), 

Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples were together. 

Simon Peter said to them, “I am going fishing.” They said to him, “We will go with you.” They 

went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing. Just as day was breaking, Jesus 

stood on the shore; yet the disciples did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to them, “Children, 

do you have any fish?” They answered him, “No.” He said to them, “Cast the net on the right 

side of the boat, and you will find some.” So they cast it, and now they were not able to haul it 

in, because of the quantity of fish. That disciple whom Jesus loved therefore said to Peter, “It is 

the Lord!” When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on his outer garment, for he was 

stripped for work, and threw himself into the sea. The other disciples came in the boat, dragging 

the net full of fish, for they were not far from the land, but about a hundred yards off.” “This was 

now the third time that Jesus was revealed to the disciples after he was raised from the dead.” 

This catch is the final lesson about Jesus and His power to make things whole. Look at what 

Peter does when He realizes that the man on the shore is Jesus. He doesn’t tell the other disciples 

to row in or wait and holler to Jesus to ask if it’s really Him. Peter hurls himself into the Sea of 

Tiberias and swims as hard as he can to get to Jesus, his risen Lord. Do we run to Jesus like that 

today? When we see the Lord, do we drop everything to be with Him and listen to His words? 

Peter, Thomas, Nathanael, James, and John were all in the middle of work when they first met 

Jesus and when they last listened to Him and caught 153 fish. But, they didn’t let the work get in 



the way of being with and listening to Jesus. Today, Jesus uses our own work to call to us. We 

need to be ready to listen to him over the noise of our own race for success, money, and 

recognition. 

Producing the Catch: Fishers of People 

Just as Jesus tells the Apostles in Luke that they will catch men, He exposes a new level 

of the affect human beings can have in the world. Up until this point, the only means of coming 

into a relationship with God was to become a proselyte as a Jew, which included many, laborious 

rituals and denials of your own culture, race, and background. But, under this new Kingdom of 

Heaven, there was a freedom never known before and it led to a revolution in bringing people 

out of darkness and into God’s Truth! The event of the great catch in Luke 5 is continued and 

augmented in Matthew 4:18-22 and Mark 1:16-20. These are well known accounts of the 

disciples Peter, Andrew, James, and John who were fishing together and then left all to follow 

Jesus. But in an event that seems to predate even this encounter, we see an early meeting 

initiated by John the Baptizer. “The next day again John was standing with two of his disciples, 

and he looked at Jesus as he walked by and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God!” The two disciples 

heard him say this, and they followed Jesus. Jesus turned and saw them following and said to 

them, “What are you seeking?” And they said to him, “Rabbi” (which means Teacher), “where 

are you staying?” He said to them, “Come and you will see.” So they came and saw where he 

was staying, and they stayed with him that day, for it was about the tenth hour. One of the two 

who heard John speak and followed Jesus was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. He first found his 

own brother Simon and said to him, “We have found the Messiah” (which means Christ). He 

brought him to Jesus. Jesus looked at him and said, “You are Simon the son of John. You shall 

be called Cephas” (which means Peter).” This event led to a catch that would forever be 



recognized as a moment in Christian history when Peter was brought to Jesus by his own brother. 

In this one simple introduction, John produced an enduring relationship and ministry that would 

lead to the further production of untold millions of followers of Jesus. We can be that kind of 

catalyst today. Who knows what a kind word or selfless act might lead to? Might that initial 

introduction to Jesus lead to further exposure to Him through you? Production in God’s 

Kingdom is part of the catch, but the catch has to begin with the appropriate attitude and life of 

love and sharing. 

Multiplying the Catch: What Can Two Fish Do? 

Matthew 14:13-21 “Now when Jesus heard this, he withdrew from there in a boat to a 

desolate place by himself. But when the crowds heard it, they followed him on foot from the 

towns. When he went ashore he saw a great crowd, and he had compassion on them and healed 

their sick. Now when it was evening, the disciples came to him and said, “This is a desolate 

place, and the day is now over; send the crowds away to go into the villages and buy food for 

themselves.” But Jesus said, “They need not go away; you give them something to eat.” They 

said to him, “We have only five loaves here and two fish.” And he said, “Bring them here to 

me.” Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass, and taking the five loaves and the two 

fish, he looked up to heaven and said a blessing. Then he broke the loaves and gave them to the 

disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds. And they all ate and were satisfied. And 

they took up twelve baskets full of the broken pieces left over. And those who ate were about 

five thousand men, besides women and children.” Jesus just wanted to get away and be by 

Himself. He had just heard that His cousin, John had been violently murdered and He sought 

solitude, probably to mourn and pray. But, here comes a crowd, always needy and sick and poor. 

But, Jesus doesn’t yell at them or run farther away. He has compassion on them. There doesn’t 



seem to be a sermon here at all. Jesus heals people, He multiplies the fish and the bread and 

feeds the people, but the point of the passage and the real multiplication comes at the last verse. 

“And those who ate were about five thousand men, besides women and children.” The point of 

the passage is not the multiplication of bread and fish, although this is amazing. It is the 

multiplication of people in the Kingdom of Heaven! We have to see the same thing today. We 

can multiply money or stuff or food until it’s overflowing our halls, but if we don’t place it with 

those who need it with a message they need more, then it means nothing. The Apostles learned 

this message well as we see in Acts 2:36-41 “Let all the house of Israel therefore know for 

certain that God has made him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified. Now when 

they heard this they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, “Brothers, 

what shall we do?” And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the 

name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy 

Spirit. For the promise is for you and for your children and for all who are far off, everyone 

whom the Lord our God calls to himself.” And with many other words he bore witness and 

continued to exhort them, saying, “Save yourselves from this crooked generation.” So those who 

received his word were baptized, and there were added that day about three thousand souls.” The 

Apostles continued the multiplication of souls in the Kingdom of Heaven. You and I are the ones 

Peter said are far off. Peter says this promise is for us, too! And it’s for everyone else today. But, 

we have to be the ones to multiply the fishes today. We are the ones who will bring net and hook 

and bait and love and peace and joy and every blessing to hearts and minds of the lost souls. And 

God will add them. 



Jesus teaches us how to fish. He shows us how to work when it’s time to work and fish all 

the time. Through Him, we can produce and multiply if we only bring the Words of Life to those 

who are living under the dark waves of sin. 

Work Application 

When Jesus makes a catch, lives are changed. He uses each and every catch to make an 

impact, not just numerically, but mentally, emotionally, and spiritually in the hearts of His 

people. Each catch we make should do the same. When we make a new friend who isn’t a 

Christian and we talk to them about Jesus, we’re casting the net with the understanding that this 

is how we were caught. When we simply live godly lives in our secular jobs, making a difference 

in people’s lives, we’re casting a net, waiting for them to wander toward us and ask us why we 

are the way we are. When we work hard and make just, right, and wise decisions in the work 

place, we’re casting a net that shows how important those aspects of good life in Jesus are. Jesus 

also multiplies the effectiveness of everything we do in His Kingdom. As He multiplied the 

number of fish, He also multiplied the Gospel in the hearts of people. We can do the same. When 

we bring the Word, the Bread of Life to people and break it before them, it will multiply in their 

hearts and continue until it overflows and multiplies in the heart of the next person and the next 

and the next. It is through this process that the church is built and grows and fills the Earth. We 

multiply the effects of our own work in the same way, through making wise, good, and right 

decisions that will multiply the effect of the work we do, causing prosperity and spreading the 

good example of love, peace, and joy throughout our workplace. 

 

 



Questions for Thought 

 In what ways do you cast nets in your work and personal life? What effects, secular and 

spiritual, does your casting have? 

 How do you break the Bread of Life to those around you?  

 Have you seen God multiply His bread in your life? How? 

 

  



Chapter 7 

Jesus the Cook 

When Jesus was tempted in the wilderness after fasting for 40 days, the first thing Satan tries 

to get Him to do is eat. “Turn these stones into bread!” he says, tempting Jesus with the lust of 

the flesh. “Man does not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of 

God.” Jesus replies. In this quotation of Deuteronomy 8:3, Jesus recognizes the necessity for 

food simultaneously with the One Who creates the food. Jesus remembers the manna in the 

wilderness and He makes clear to Satan and to us that all of the bread and every other thing 

necessary for life come from God. In this recognition of God’s creative power, we see Jesus as 

the Word Who brings into being the food we receive every day of our lives. Yes, Jesus was and 

is also a cook, a Master Chef Who provides for us the beautiful, aromatic, delicious life we live. 

He speaks of salt and seasoning, he cooks breakfast for His disciples, and He makes a meal for 

us on His day. Jesus brings to us the food of life! 

Breakfast 

When I was a boy, my dad would wake me and my younger brother up early every 

Saturday morning to go eat breakfast with Granny and Papaw. Granny made the best biscuits I 

have ever known. I know you all think your Granny makes the best, but mine really did. Granny 

knew how to cook. Her mother died when she was a little girl, so she and her sister Margaret had 

to learn early to cook and keep house and take care of the little ones. Jesus learned the same 

thing. He knows how to make food, not just cook food, but make food. In John chapter 21 after 

He had risen, we see Jesus making food in a special way for a special reason. Peter, Thomas, 

Nathanael, James, John, and two other disciples had just caught a huge number of fish due to 



Jesus’ miracle. “When they got out on land, they saw a charcoal fire in place, with fish laid out 

on it, and bread. Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish that you have just caught.” So Simon 

Peter went aboard and hauled the net ashore, full of large fish, 153 of them. And although there 

were so many, the net was not torn. Jesus said to them, “Come and have breakfast.” Now none of 

the disciples dared ask him, “Who are you?” They knew it was the Lord. Jesus came and took the 

bread and gave it to them, and so with the fish. This was now the third time that Jesus was 

revealed to the disciples after he was raised from the dead.” (vss 9-14). Someone who was taking 

a casual look at this event might say, “Big deal, he cooked some fish and bread and they ate 

breakfast.” But, we have to look deeper to see what Jesus was doing here. One of the most 

interesting parts of this whole story is the part where the disciples didn’t dare ask Jesus who He 

was. Doesn’t that seem odd? Just a few verses earlier, John had called out to the other disciples 

on the boat and identified the man calling from the shore as Jesus. Peter even threw himself off 

the boat and swam to shore to see Him! And now they all sit there with Him, wondering if He’s 

Jesus. I believe that Jesus knew this about Himself. He was different, but the same and He knew 

the best way to reintroduce Himself to His friends was over a meal. Food was vital to fellowship 

in that era. People made important religious, political, and social decisions over the supper table. 

The Jews made it a point not to eat with people they considered unclean. So when Jesus invites 

them to eat a meal he had cooked Himself, He wasn’t merely giving them nourishment, He was 

giving them fellowship, acceptance, and spiritual life! Jesus was introducing His disciples to a 

new sort of life in His Kingdom, and it all started with Him making food in the nets and cooking 

food to be served. 

 

 



Seasoning 

There are certain seasonings my wife cannot eat because it gives her unbearable 

headaches. There’s a seasoning called monosodium glutamate that seems to be in everything. If 

you don’t believe me, next time you go to the store, look on the packaging. Of course, the 

seasoning goes by other names like modified yeast extract, yeast extract, and even “spices”. But, 

one thing that she can eat is good old natural salt. It’s a seasoning that’s been around since the 

earth was made. It’s been used as a preservative and flavoring for just about everything. People 

put it on meat, vegetables, and even fruit. In the first century and still today in Israel, there were 

basically three places to get salt: the Dead Sea, The Mediterranean Sea, and mining. Jesus knew 

very well that the Dead Sea was full of minerals and salts that could be rendered for many uses. 

The same was true for salt from the Mediterranean, but the salt seasoning He focuses on when 

He talks to His disciples isn’t from either of those two sources. Matthew 5:13 “You are the salt 

of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good 

for anything except to be thrown out and trampled under people’s feet.” Jesus makes a 

distinction here concerning His followers. The purer and more common salt sources from the 

Dead Sea and Mediterranean Sea would have been, perhaps, more readily available and easier to 

use, but Jesus calls His people by a rare and more difficult name. The salt from mines would 

have been harder to get to and more concentrated. This salt is the kind that only a few would 

have access to and use for seasoning. The salt of the earth was and is special. Jesus adds to these 

thoughts in Mark 9:49-50 “For everyone will be salted with fire. Salt is good, but if the salt has 

lost its saltiness, how will you make it salty again? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with 

one another.” In the verses prior to these, Jesus discourses concerning sin and gives some 

symbolic examples of sacrifices we should make in order to remove sin from our lives. So when 



He finally gets to verses 49 and 50, He wants it to be clear that if we are to be His people, we 

have to be seasoned. We have to be brined in Him. Part of that brining comes from living a 

sacrificial life in Him and for Him, salted or tested by fire. If we do this, we will have peace in 

Him and with one another. The saltiness we share as cooks under our Master Chef is what makes 

us who we are to Jesus, each other, and the world. We are a rare and precious mineral that brings 

taste and preservation to a bland and dying world. 

Supper Time! 

My favorite meal has always been supper. In the south, words for meals can get 

confusing. My dad has always called lunch dinner, but never called supper dinner. I try to make 

it simple by calling lunch, lunch and supper, supper effectively cutting out using the word dinner 

altogether. But, the supper we share together will always be supper, no matter what. The Lord’s 

Supper is the last meal Jesus shared with His disciples prior to His crucifixion, but hardly the last 

meal He ever ate with them. We already mentioned one of them in this study. But, the 

significance of that meal is such that we must recognize it and understand it for what it is; a way 

to remember Jesus when He was a pre-resurrected person. Jesus didn’t cook the Lord’s Supper as 

far as we know. In fact it seems that it was already prepared when they arrived at the place where 

they ate. But, Jesus did make the Lord’s Supper. We read in Exodus 12:7-8 “Then they shall take 

some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and the lintel of the houses in which they eat it. 

They shall eat the flesh that night, roasted on the fire; with unleavened bread and bitter herbs 

they shall eat it.” When Jesus took the bread and the cup, He turned the whole concept of 

Passover on its head. He effectively made something new; something that would forever after 

transcend the Passover and every other meal. “And when the hour came, he reclined at table, and 

the apostles with him. And he said to them, “I have earnestly desired to eat this Passover with 



you before I suffer. For I tell you I will not eat it until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God.” And 

he took a cup, and when he had given thanks he said, “Take this, and divide it among yourselves. 

For I tell you that from now on I will not drink of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God 

comes.” And he took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to them, 

saying, “This is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” And likewise 

the cup after they had eaten, saying, “This cup that is poured out for you is the new covenant in 

my blood.” Luke 22:14-20. Jesus transformed the Passover meal into a new, permanent Passover 

that would remind us of a man, The Man, Who would soon become the Firstfruits of the 

Resurrection and the second Adam. (1 Corinthians 15:20-28).  

 Jesus is the only person Who can make food. He has given us the bread of life. He is the One 

Who brings the manna we need. He makes us the kind of salt that can only be dug up in the 

wilderness and creates in us a spring welling up unto everlasting life. Every morning when we 

awake, Jesus invites us to break our fast and sit as His table. He breaks the bread and names 

Himself as that bread and He fills the cup to overflowing, cleansing our hearts and souls. We as 

participants with places at His table can bring the best of the best from that table to all of 

humanity, offering to them what the Great Cook Himself has made for all those who would 

follow Him. 

Work Application 

Jesus knew the power of food. He used it to reveal Himself to people; not just the man, 

but His whole, amazing self. Jesus used meals to initiate conversations that would not have taken 

place otherwise. He ate with people who would have been rejected otherwise and gave them 

acceptance and love they didn’t dream of or expect. We have this same power today. Ask a 



friend out to lunch and talk to them about Jesus. Don’t force it, just draw it into the conversation 

and watch the lights come on in their heart, mind, and soul. In the process, we season the 

conversation with love and peace and joy that comes only from Jesus. And in our work, we do 

the same, encouraging others and showing them deference and love. Jesus makes food, but He 

also transforms it into something new and significant. When He took the bread and lamb and cup 

at Passover, He completely changed the way it will be seen forever. Jesus used the Passover meal 

as a chrysalis through which the hearts, minds, and souls of His people metamorphosed into new 

and beautiful components in a new Kingdom. We can take situations and words through a 

metamorphosis as well. When we speak lovingly and graciously towards those outside of Christ 

and bring them patiently into His Kingdom, Jesus transfigures them into someone completely 

new. This is true for how we accomplish our work as well. Everything can be changed by the 

way we offer sweet words and care and an ethos of work that makes a difference to everyone 

around us. 

Questions for Thought 

 Do you season your words at work? How? 

 How can we make our words fresh, new, and significant to those around us?  

 When was the last time you went to lunch with someone who is not in Jesus? What did 

you talk about? 

 

  



 

Chapter 8 

Jesus the Public Relations Representative 

Jesus was and still is at the forefront of every level of society and culture. Early on in His 

ministry, He showed over and over again His willingness and ability to overcome social barriers 

and conventions to bring to Gospel to everyone within every sector of society. Jesus 

communicated with, healed, preached to, and ate with everyone from government sponsored 

thieves and prostitutes to the religious elite of the day. As we look at Jesus and His perfect way 

of handling public relations, let’s keep in mind how He sees groups and people for who they are, 

makes statements that lead to His goals, and brings His word to everyone at every station in life. 

Jesus’ Vision 

Jesus knows how you are, not just who you are. He can see right through us all. He has x-

ray vision into your soul. So it should not be surprising that He is able to understand people and 

groups from every direction. He sees the inside, outside, upside, and downside of everyone and 

He knows exactly how to use us all for His purpose. But, when it comes to public relations, Jesus 

was interested in showing the world something entirely different and beautiful, not just what they 

wanted to see as PR professionals are encouraged to do today. I recently took an Information 

Operations course at Maxwell AFB. There were several Air Force Public Affairs officers in the 

course and one of the blocks of training actually dealt with how PA officers are supposed to 

interact with media and other members of the military. The main thing that stood out concerning 

their operations is that they must always tell the truth. Truth telling is absolutely essential to the 

success of Air Force PA! Without the truth, you lose support, credibility, and the ability to 

operate in the interest of the Air Force and its members. Jesus not only tells the truth, He is The 



Truth. His vision into people revolves around this fact and allows us to see who He is and who 

we are. In John 4, we see an account of the Samaritan woman who talks to Jesus about the living 

water. He explains to her how the living water will sustain her forever. Of course, the fact that 

Jesus was talking to a woman would have been seen as almost insane to a casual onlooker of that 

time, but a Samaritan woman? Had the Pharisees and scribes been watching, they would 

probably have condemned Jesus on the spot. We see some of this incredulity in the disciples 

when they come back and see Jesus talking to her: “Just then his disciples came back. They 

marveled that he was talking with a woman, but no one said, “What do you seek?” or, “Why are 

you talking with her?” (vs. 27). Earlier in their conversation, Jesus reveals some important things 

to the woman. “Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when neither on this mountain nor in 

Jerusalem will you worship the Father. You worship what you do not know; we worship what we 

know, for salvation is from the Jews. But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true 

worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking such people to 

worship him. God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.” The 

woman said to him, “I know that Messiah is coming (he who is called Christ). When he comes, 

he will tell us all things.” Jesus said to her, “I who speak to you am he.” (21-26). But, it isn’t 

until later that we see the PR genius of Jesus. The woman goes back to town and brings some 

amazing news with her. “Many Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the 

woman’s testimony, “He told me all that I ever did.” So when the Samaritans came to him, they 

asked him to stay with them, and he stayed there two days. And many more believed because of 

his word. They said to the woman, “It is no longer because of what you said that we believe, for 

we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this is indeed the Savior of the world.” (39-42). 

Jesus knew exactly what to do and say to the Samaritan woman to get her to see Him for who He 



is! But, most importantly He told the truth and showed Himself to be the truth. Jesus worked 

everything masterfully to His purposes. Another tenet of Air Force PA is to provide timely 

information and imagery. Jesus did this in His preaching, but also in the way He interfaced with 

the leaders of the day. He controlled the situation exactly as He wanted it to go. We can see one 

presentation of information and imagery in Matthew 12:10-14 “And a man was there with a 

withered hand. And they asked him, “Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath?”—so that they might 

accuse him. He said to them, “Which one of you who has a sheep, if it falls into a pit on the 

Sabbath, will not take hold of it and lift it out? Of how much more value is a man than a sheep! 

So it is lawful to do good on the Sabbath.” Then he said to the man, “Stretch out your hand.” 

And the man stretched it out, and it was restored, healthy like the other. But the Pharisees went 

out and conspired against him, how to destroy him.” Jesus knew exactly why the Pharisees were 

there and why they asked the question. They were looking for anything they could get to accuse 

Him. Jesus knew this well. So, He strategically molded the situation to show and tell the 

Pharisees the truth. He knew they wouldn’t accept it, but He also knew His ultimate purpose and 

used it toward that end. Jesus had the vision and sight into the hearts of the Pharisees to guide 

this and many other situations toward His goal. He makes this very clear in John 10:17-18 “For 

this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life that I may take it up again. No one 

takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down, and I have 

authority to take it up again. This charge I have received from my Father.” Jesus was 

systematically laying down His life so that He could take it up once more, thereby completing 

the most amazing and effective PR campaign in history! 

 

 



Jesus’ Goals 

As we just read, Jesus made statements that led to His goals. Jesus is the master of 

guiding hearts and minds in the direction He wants them to go. It’s not a matter of manipulation, 

but one of understanding and working for the best result; the greatest good. Jesus operated in the 

same three domains that PR people do today: physical, informational, and cognitive. But, of 

course He operated above these domains consistently in the spiritual domain. This super domain 

allowed Jesus to affect the other domains in a way that no other person could. Let’s look at each 

area and see how Jesus used His spiritual understanding to accomplish His goals.  

Physical domain – Jesus is man and God. The fact that He is man puts Him squarely in 

physical contact with people. This physical dimension is seen throughout His ministry in the way 

He interacts with people everywhere. In Mark 5:25-34, we see the account of the woman who 

had a bleeding disease for twelve years. In Jewish society, this was as much a social death 

sentence as leprosy. If she touched anyone, as dictated by Levitical law, they were unclean. This 

poor woman would have been a complete outcast for twelve years of her life. Not just that, but in 

order to have the healing she needed, she would have to do the unthinkable and touch Jesus. So, 

when Jesus asks “who touched my garments?” you see her reaction. “But the woman, knowing 

what had happened to her, came in fear and trembling and fell down before him and told him the 

whole truth.” (vs.33). She was terrified to tell Jesus that she, an unclean, pariah, had just touched 

Him, thereby making Him ceremonially unclean under Jewish temple law. She probably 

suspected that He would, at the very least, scream at her, but Jesus does something entirely 

different and beautiful in vs. 34: And he said to her, “Daughter, your faith has made you well; go 

in peace, and be healed of your disease.” With this act of mercy and grace, Jesus opens up the 

entire world to this woman. He gives her back not only her health, but the ability to go to the 



synagogue again, live in her own house with her family, touch and be touched by anyone. Jesus 

gives her an abundant life. But, what seems to be most confusing and redundant is the end of the 

verse where Jesus, after He has already said “your faith has made you well” tells her to be healed 

of your disease.” Could Jesus have been speaking to her about the same disease she was already 

healed of or was He reaching farther down to the roots of sin? No matter what, Jesus recognizes 

that the spiritual aspect of faith is what made her well and through this, he operates within the 

spiritual domain, thereby raising the significance of the physical healing He just performed. 

Information domain – The parables are defined as earthly stories with heavenly 

meanings. We’ve recognized this fact about how Jesus teaches for a long time. In the 

information domain, Jesus is King. He is able to tell a story, give a sermon, or say a word and 

communicate more than even the greatest orators of today could hope to tell. The Sermon on the 

Mount is probably the greatest example of information packed with spiritual power. Just consider 

the sentence from Mathew 5:3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of 

heaven.” I have heard entire sermons and read book chapters based on this one sentence from 

Jesus. What does it mean? What does it communicate? How did He do that? It’s astonishing to 

realize how saturated scripture is with statements like this. The term we use to describe this 

phenomenon today is “meta”. You might have heard of metadata or metaphysics. The term refers 

to information within or about information. It is layered and complex and rich and full of 

meaning upon meaning. In the sentence above, for instance, we could pick out two words, spirit 

and heaven, and discuss for hours what those two words mean and how they apply not just to this 

verse but to the entire Christian body of meaning. It is immediately obvious upon reading the 

Sermon on the Mount that Jesus is using information to relay impossibly rich depths of spiritual 

information. 



Cognitive domain – The cognitive domain is basically the place where people learn and make 

decisions. Of course, we see Jesus changing lives all the time through engaging people mentally, 

intellectually, and psychologically. Probably the best example of this is when He meets Paul. 

Paul gives a succinct and complete account of his meeting with Jesus in Acts 22:6-21. Jesus 

starts with a bright light; a light so bright that it literally blinds Paul. The affect the light must 

have had on Paul from the moment it shone on him until the moment when Ananias said, 

“Brother Saul, receive your sight” would have been overwhelming from every perspective, but 

most of all mentally. He might have wondered if he would ever see again, wondered if he 

deserved to be blind for all he had done. Then Ananias really drops the bomb in verses 14-16: 

“And he said, ‘The God of our fathers appointed you to know his will, to see the Righteous One 

and to hear a voice from his mouth; for you will be a witness for him to everyone of what you 

have seen and heard. And now why do you wait? Rise and be baptized and wash away your sins, 

calling on his name.’’’ This is where the spiritual change really hits. Paul goes, in a relatively 

short period of time, from a murderer of Christians to obeying the Gospel! Just think of the 

mental, psychological, intellectual, and spiritual upheaval that would be. To run through the 

emotional gauntlet of understanding what he was and then seeing what he had become would 

have been completely bizarre. There has probably never been such a cognitive shift in one 

person’s life in the history of humanity. 

Jesus’ Words: Anyone who works in PR will tell you that the final and most important tenet 

of public relations is to tell the story. Jesus told many stories throughout His ministry. His 

parables pervade every culture and system in the world. But, the most interesting story Jesus told 

was His own. As He traveled around first century Palestine, Jesus literally changed the world. He 

created in every person a new mind and heart. There came into humanity someone and 



something that had not dwelt there since the fall of Adam and Eve. God came back to dwell with 

His own people.  As Paul states in Colossians 3:9-10, “Do not lie to one another, seeing that you 

have put off the old self with its practices and have put on the new self, which is being renewed 

in knowledge after the image of its creator.” Jesus still tells His story today. He still tells the truth 

and He still is The Truth. 

Work Application 

Jesus is the best, most unconventional PR person ever to spread a word. His ability to see 

into any situation and know how to transform it into something beneficial to His Kingdom is 

remarkable and teaches us valuable lessons about how we should approach people and situations 

as well. Jesus uses this ability in Luke 20:22-25. The spies ask Jesus if taxes should be paid to 

Caesar and He asks to see a denarius, minted with the image of Caesar. Jesus, in an amazing feat 

of intellectual glory tells them to give to Caesar the things that have his image on them and to 

God those things with His image. Jesus might as well have asked them, “Whose Image is on 

you?” In our work and relationships, we too can bring life changing information to people if we 

speak the truth in love. But, Jesus didn’t only speak the truth, He is the Truth. If we bring Him 

into every situation with us, the power is there to transform our own speech and the lives of those 

we speak to. In order to change lives and change the world around us, our goals must match 

those of Jesus. Physically, we can provide for the needs of others, showing them love and mercy 

and grace. This forms a trusting and loving relationship. It’s something that can be done with 

anyone, anywhere, at any time. When we have established trusting relationships, then people are 

more likely to love, respect, and listen to us. It is then that we can affect them at the cognitive 

level, thus changing hearts, minds, and souls. This applies in everything we do. It is a lesson and 

method we see in Jesus’ life and relationships over and over again. We must remember that none 



of this applies to being manipulative, but to loving other people. Too many times, Christians 

come across as socially awkward which can harm relationships or make it hard to discuss 

meaningful spiritual things. We need to enter relationships with people because we love 

humanity, just as Jesus does. Our motive must first and foremost be love. 

Questions for Thought 

 What are some ways we can develop our vision as workers and Christians in and outside 

the workplace? 

 Do you go into work and social situations with goals in mind? What kinds of goals do 

you set? 

 How do you tell the truth and show the Truth to others by your words? 

 

  



Chapter 9 

Jesus the Teller, Teacher, and Trainer 

Jesus is the Professor of life. Through His words, He brings everything we need to have life 

and have it abundantly (John 10:10). But, how does Jesus do this? How does He bring His words 

to mankind and how do they work their way into us individually and as a created whole? Jesus 

brings us all His words through the same delivery method we use today in our telling, teaching, 

and training. As we saw earlier in this study of Jesus and work, telling is basically giving 

someone else information. I can tell you that Jesus is God’s Son and then you have that 

information. If I teach you, I would tell you that Jesus is the Son of God and that He died to save 

you from your sins. This extra bit of information is important and adds meaning and explanation 

to why it’s important that Jesus is God’s Son. But, training is something altogether more 

important. Training is taking this information and living it, then modeling that life before other 

and discipling them in that way of life. In this chapter, we’ll look at how Jesus tells, teaches, and 

trains us today and find within His example ways that we can do the same. 

Jesus Tells 

Jesus says “I tell you” at least 42 times in the New Testament. On some occasions, He 

says it as a way to basically give some information and other times He is making a 

differentiation between what people had been told before and what He is telling them (e.g., But, I 

tell you…). Some of the things He says seem pretty straightforward, but others require deep 

thought, study, and investigation. Each time Jesus tells His followers something, He opens a 

window into who He is and why He left Heaven to live among the brokenness of humanity. His 

words spell out this same truth today as He tells you and me truth and brings us all love, joy, and 

peace through a knowledge of Him. One way Jesus tells is by simply making statements. He 



says, “I tell you” and seems to leave it there for us to ruminate. In John 16:20, Jesus speaks to the 

Twelve in this way: “Very truly I tell you, you will weep and mourn while the world rejoices. 

You will grieve, but your grief will turn to joy.”  Jesus has just finished giving them a cryptic 

explanation concerning His death, burial, and resurrection. He says that in a little while, they 

wouldn’t see Him, but a little while later, they would see Him again. This statement is confusing 

and upsetting to the disciples, but they don’t ask Him what it means, Jesus knows what they’re 

thinking and tells them something else; something that comforts them. Do you believe what 

Jesus says here? Do you believe that your grief can turn to joy? Jesus is telling us something 

profound, something that gets at the heart of the Gospel. Jesus tells the disciples something 

similar in Luke 10:23-24: Then turning to the disciples he said privately, “Blessed are the eyes 

that see what you see! For I tell you that many prophets and kings desired to see what you see, 

and did not see it, and to hear what you hear, and did not hear it.” Jesus had just rejoiced in the 

Holy Spirit about how the Father had hidden things from the wise and revealed them to little 

children. Then, He tells His disciples something astonishing. “You are seeing what kings and 

prophets longed to see!” How do you think this affected them? Just think of the power behind 

such a statement. Jesus essentially tells the disciples that they have been given a treasure (and 

you and I have been given this same treasure) that goes beyond the borders of this reality and 

into eternity.  

Jesus also used His telling to make a distinction between the way the world did things and 

the way of the Kingdom of Heaven. In Luke 6:27-31, He explains a new way of looking at the 

world and others: “But I say to you who hear, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate 

you, bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. To one who strikes you on the 

cheek, offer the other also, and from one who takes away your cloak do not withhold your tunic 



either. Give to everyone who begs from you, and from one who takes away your goods do not 

demand them back. And as you wish that others would do to you, do so to them.”  Jesus is 

offering a completely new way of living here. We sometimes look at this as a command, but it’s 

more than that. Jesus is telling us that if we live this way, we will be blessed in ways we have 

never known. This is an opportunity to move away from the world and toward Heaven! Jesus 

makes a statement here that becomes the power and triumph of the Cross and the early church. If 

we take the opportunity to live more in this way, the church and the world would be blessed 

more than we can imagine.  

Jesus Teaches 

Teaching is Jesus’ bread and butter. He is considered by people from basically all sectors 

of society, nations, and religions to be one of the most instrumental people in human history 

because His teachings are so revolutionary. Up until the time Jesus began His ministry, the world 

was a place wrecked by what the Greeks referred to as lex talionis or the law of retaliation. We 

know it as “an eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth”. But, through His teaching, Jesus makes this 

law a thing of the past. Of course, this law is still used everywhere today, but Jesus forever 

changed the perception of it and how we use it in our personal and interpersonal interactions.  

Over the past century, hundreds of cognitive psychologists and educators have attempted 

to define how people learn and how they integrate new knowledge into their understanding. One 

of the most famous and clear theories was formulated by Abraham Maslow in the 1940s (see 

Figure 1).  



 

Figure 1. 

He arranged the theory within a pyramid with the base as the basic biological and physical needs 

like air, food, water, and sleep. As you move up the pyramid, it narrows to the area of safety 

needs like protection from elements, security, order, and law. The pyramid further narrows to the 

area of love and belongingness needs such as friendship, affection, and love. Esteem needs such 

as achievement, independence, and self-respect are the next area. Finally, self-actualization 

needs top the pyramid characterized by realizing personal potential, self-fulfillment, and personal 

growth. The beauty of this pyramid is its simplicity and it describes the personal growth of a 

person fairly well from a secular humanist perspective. Jesus covered all of these areas in His 

teaching. He fed the 4000 and 5000 and healed and cast out demons, He brought safety to hordes 



of people through His peaceful teachings, He engendered love and belonging through teaching 

grace, mercy, and love, He granted esteem to the least of these like the poor, the widow, the 

prostitute, women, and children, and He is the pinnacle of self-actualization, the God/Man 

Himself. The failing of Maslow’s hierarchy is the void of spiritual understanding and connection. 

But, within each level, Jesus applies what this theory lacks and more. When He feeds and heals, 

He teaches about compassion and eternal food and water, when He gives safety it is about the 

safety of the soul forever, when He grants love and belonging we know that we are fully 

accepted by none other than the Creator of the universe, when He gives us esteem it is through 

the knowledge that we are created in God’s image and are infinitely special and valued, and the 

self-actualization we receive is not based on our own accomplishments and petty deeds, but the 

accomplishment and love and eternal grace and mercy we receive at the Cross! 

Jesus also perfects a theory called multiple intelligences. In the late 1980s and early 90s, 

Howard Gardner postulated that people have varying levels of different types of intelligence. He 

grouped these into nine categories: visual-spatial, bodily-kinesthetic, musical, interpersonal, 

intrapersonal, linguistic, naturalist, existential, and logical-mathematical (see Figure 2). The idea 

is that everyone has some level of intelligence and that the more traditional verbal/mathematical 

model is not necessarily indicative of intelligence.  This is important in education because it 

recognizes that what people traditionally thought made someone smart and was measured by 

traditional IQ tests were not necessarily the final judge of intelligence. The genius of this theory 

is that it opens up a new view into how people can be successful even when they don’t excel in 

the traditional mathematical/verbal realms. 



 

Figure 2. 

 We can see this somewhat in Paul’s teachings about the church as a body with different 

attributes and gifts. (1 Corinthians 12:12-31). But, Jesus takes this a step further. He adds an 

intelligence that is completely off Gardner’s radar. I have always believed in something I like to 

call spiritual IQ. It’s not something you can test or measure, but it manifests itself in ways that 

are more impactful than any book or equation could ever be. If you were to try to capture it, I 

would say it probably relates most closely to the Sermon on the Mount (Matt 5) or the Fruit of 

the Spirit (Galatians 5). This level of teaching takes every talent and ability we have and elevates 



them to use on a heavenly plane. It is in this spiritual level of intelligence that we can truly learn 

and prosper as God’s people. 

Jesus Trains 

None of the telling and teaching matters if the teller and teacher doesn’t live what He tells 

and teaches. Jesus didn’t just say, do this and learn this, He modeled and completely fulfilled 

what He taught. Hebrews 5:7-8 explains this well, “In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up 

prayers and supplications, with loud cries and tears, to him who was able to save him from death, 

and he was heard because of his reverence. Although he was a son, he learned obedience through 

what he suffered.” This learning that Jesus offered in Himself is not the learning we have to 

necessarily suffer ourselves because He did it for us, but we do have the admonition to take up 

our crosses and follow Him. But, without Him paying the price and being the example, we could 

never know the cost. 

Jesus didn’t just exemplify what He taught, He was the complete fulfillment of it and of 

everything that came before and after Him. “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or 

the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them. For truly, I say to you, until 

heaven and earth pass away, not an iota, not a dot, will pass from the Law until all is 

accomplished.” (Matthew 5:17). Jesus trains us here in the ways of completion. He lives 

perfectly because we can’t and He shows us how to live in the way He fulfills everything!  

Of course, in His core group, Jesus trains the disciples over and over again and He still trains 

us today. There are two prayers that encapsulate this. The first is what many call the Lord’s 

Prayer or the model prayer. It’s found in Matthew 6:9-13. Jesus gives us a way of praying 

humbly and with clear and pure motives. This model of a simple prayer is one that we can take 



and expand into a conversation with God that makes our walk with Him more beautiful every 

day. The second prayer is when Jesus prays for us. John 17 is called by many the High Priestly 

Prayer for it is the prayer of our High Priest about us. In this prayer, we see Jesus’ heart and soul, 

mind and strength poured out before the Father. Read John 17. It’s a beautiful example of how 

Jesus still trains us to live and love in His Kingdom. 

Jesus is the Professor of professors. His insights into humanity, education, the mind, heart, 

and soul are far above anything we could ever match.  

Work Application 

When Jesus tells, it’s always something new and important. His insights always make us 

ask questions, wonder at His brilliance, and look for the answers we don’t fully understand. He 

explains it all in course of scripture, but that’s where we must be diligent and seek so we may 

find. Jesus the teacher takes every moment and enriches our understanding of what He says. His 

patience and understanding with His flock are part of His greatest work in us. Through His 

example and love, Jesus trains us to live like Him. If we take up our cross and follow Him, we 

will become like our Great Professor. Donald Griesinger gives some insight into the work of the 

Christian educator when he says, “For most people, the workplace and the marketplace are their 

primary points of involvement. However, for Christian scholars, cultural engagement involves 

not just the usual workplace responsibilities and relationships, but, in the marketplace for ideas, 

it entails engaging the very foundations of their academic disciplines, whether economics, 

history, science, literature, art, philosophy, religion, medicine, law, nursing, management, 

engineering, counseling, or education. In their chosen fields of study, Christian scholars, working 

in the Spirit, may discover truth, create beauty, invent ingenious contrivances, work for justice, 



or champion goodness in ways that benefit culture, honor God, and further His purposes” (2010, 

p. 295). 

In our work, telling another person something must be done meaningfully and humbly, not 

with an air of condescension, but with their own heart in mind. Our teaching in our work must be 

done with the same patience and understanding Jesus shows to us in His lessons to us. When we 

live the Christian life and exemplify Christ, training is taking place, whether the student knows it 

or not. The training we give everyone through our own training walk with Jesus looks very much 

like what Paul says in I Corinthians 11:1 “Be imitators of me, as I am of Christ.” 

Questions for Thought 

 How do you start a conversation about Jesus? Is it a natural thing or does it feel forced? 

 In teaching a new coworker or employee, how do you approach the topic to be taught? 

Are you patient, kind, and open to discussion? 

 What does training mean to you? How would you approach training your own child to 

live as Christ? 

 

  



Chapter 10 

Jesus the Son 

 Jesus is The Son. Today, we might think “How is being a son an occupation?” It seems 

counter-intuitive to regard a position of birth as one that includes work. But, the position of son 

in the Old and New Testament within Jewish society wasn’t just a matter of birth, especially if 

you were the firstborn son, which Jesus was. Jesus would have had many responsibilities as a son 

and as The Son. The position itself meant that He was bridled with enormous power and 

responsibility as well as a position of authority and meaning. 

Responsibility from Scripture 

The first thing we must realize about being a firstborn son is that it carried with it huge 

and life-long responsibilities. Under the Law of Moses as well as the examples of the Patriarchs, 

the nation of Israel followed what was known as the Law of Primogeniture. The law basically 

affords the right to the firstborn male in a family to inherit his father’s estate and all of its 

holdings, thus placing him in charge of the property and the family.  In Jesus’ day, this tradition 

still held true and was enforced across kingdoms and within families from the highest levels of 

society to the lowest. In the Old Testament, we see this used (e.g., Aaron passes the priesthood to 

his sons, David passes the kingdom to Solomon) although it appears to be ignored in favor of 

God’s authority on most occasions such as with Isaac instead of Ishmael and Jacob instead of 

Esau. 

But, the most significant purpose of the passing of property from father to son was not so 

much about the property as it was about the family and the care thereof. In Old Testament times 

especially, the world was a lawless and dangerous place. Women and children had very few 



rights and less protection, unless they were part of a family group that would shelter and provide 

for them. A woman and child who were cast out, like Hagar and Ishmael, would have almost 

certainly died. In fact, Hagar and Ishmael were on the verge of death when God intervened in 

Genesis 21. So, the family group was the most basic and common form of government and 

protection in the earliest days of civilization. The firstborn son would have been expected to take 

over the family management and government at an early age and begin the process of making 

important rules and judgments. But, he would also be expected to ensure protection, medical 

care, spiritual leadership and teaching, education, and every other function that we look to 

government for today.  

These families would sometimes bloat to hundreds or even thousands of people as in the case 

of Jacob who had two wives, two concubines, and at least thirteen children. Then, his children 

married and began to have children and this doesn’t even include all of the male and female 

servants under Jacob’s care. Add in thousands of sheep and you have a logistical nightmare! 

Abraham and Lot had to separate their families because they both grew too large and conflicts 

began to break out. Being a family head or firstborn son was not just a birth position, but 

amounted to being a head of state and primary caregiver for many, many people and assets. 

Jesus the son (lowercase) 

Jesus was born into the family of Joseph and Mary, the firstborn of His siblings. He had 

at least six siblings as we see in Matthew 13:55-56 “Is not this the carpenter’s son? Is not his 

mother called Mary? And are not his brothers James and Joseph and Simon and Judas? And are 

not all his sisters with us? Where then did this man get all these things?” So, Jesus was the 

firstborn in a family of nine and it appears that Joseph, His supposed father, had died which 



meant Jesus was now the head of the family. Starting at about the age of twelve, Jesus would 

have been apprenticed to His father Joseph in the carpentry shop and would have learned every 

day until He became as skilled as Joseph in everything He did. Llewelyn and Blake in their 

research explain, “This is a kinbased profession: sons work with fathers; sons undertake every 

aspect of the work and, like their fathers, make only a subsistence living from it. Thus, the 

selection of elements highlighted in the scene indicates that the target is related to the entailment 

of social identity, of which family connections and occupation are among some of the primary 

determinants.” But, we see a different idea when Jesus is twelve at the temple. In Luke 2:41-52, 

we see the story unfold with the twelve-year-old Jesus traveling to Jerusalem for Passover, then 

He accidentally gets left behind only to be discovered by Joseph and Mary in the temple. But, 

His reaction to Mary’s motherly exasperation is what makes the event so unusual. “Didn’t you 

know I must be in my Father’s house?” He asks. Some versions say “Didn’t you know I must be 

about my Father’s business?” Either way, Jesus is making a very controversial statement 

regarding His family and His responsibilities in it. His father’s business as far as Joseph and 

Mary were concerned was to grow up to be a carpenter. But, Jesus was already on the way to 

another type of business and identity as a Son. 

This event as a twelve-year-old perhaps stuck with Mary for a while. In verse 51 Mary 

treasured up all these things in her heart. So, she was at least thinking about what Jesus said and 

did, although perhaps using her heart more than her mind to understand them. But, later we see 

an event that obscures this understanding a bit. In Mark 3:20-21, we see Jesus returning home to 

Nazareth from where He had been staying in Capernaum. “Then he went home, and the crowd 

gathered again, so that they could not even eat. And when his family heard it, they went out to 

seize him, for they were saying, “He is out of his mind.” Why did His family think Jesus was 



crazy? Was He doing anything that would make them think so? Of course He was! Jesus was the 

firstborn son, trained since He was twelve to be a master carpenter. He had at least six younger 

siblings, at least two of whom were women and a mother who would need protection. He was 

supposed to be in Nazareth, working on furniture or in construction, bringing home the 

proverbial bacon, not gallivanting around the countryside preaching! So, of course they think 

He’s lost His mind. (for Questions about Mary’s memory see Luke 2:33-35…Mary had to come 

to faith in Christ as well, hence the sword piercing her own soul). But, Jesus knew something 

they didn’t… 

Jesus The Son 

Jesus is the firstborn Son, but not in the way Joseph and Mary thought. As far as Jesus 

was concerned, He was apprenticed to His Father, not Joseph. This meant that from the age of 

twelve, Jesus might have been learning carpentry, but His heart was in living the life God the 

Father lives. This perfect life was one so unlike any life any person had seen before that it took 

the world and society and stood them on their heads. Many times the Kingdom of Heaven is 

referred to as an upside-down Kingdom because of Jesus’ teachings, especially things like “So 

the last will be first, and the first last.” (Matt 20:16). Jesus took the conventional wisdom of the 

time and completely dismantled and shifted it. This act as the Firstborn made every bit of sense 

from The Father’s perspective. 

But, there was something else that made very little to no sense to everyone around Him. 

The Firstborn Son not only lived as a poor wanderer, but used no weapons and told His closest 

followers that He was going to be crucified. “You know that after two days the Passover is 

coming, and the Son of Man will be delivered up to be crucified.” (Matthew 26:2). How did this 



play into being the Firstborn? Why would the Messiah Who had been prophesied for thousands 

of years be hung on a cross? Colossians 1:18 gives us a clear explanation: “And he is the head of 

the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything he 

might be preeminent.” It was not the position of birth that made Jesus the Firstborn nor was it the 

fact that He is God’s Son, it’s the fact that His rebirth gives hope to you and me. And it’s through 

this birthright that we can have a place in His family. Revelation 1:5 finishes this thought: “and 

from Jesus Christ the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of kings on earth. 

To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood.” Jesus is the Firstborn from the 

dead so that we can have the inheritance, too. 

Finally, Jesus’ Firstbornness is manifested in Col 1:15-17: “He is the image of the invisible 

God, the firstborn of all creation. For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, 

visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were 

created through him and for him. And he is before all things, and in him all things hold 

together.” Jesus not only saved the world and obtained an inheritance for us, He is the 

inheritance, the Firstborn of Creation, holding all things together for us, His new creation.  

Jesus’ Sonship has huge meaning for us as Christians, not only because He is our High Priest, 

Firstborn from the Dead, and Firstborn of Creation, but because in Him we have been 

transformed into something new: “But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his 

Son, born of woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, so that we 

might receive adoption as sons. And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into 

our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an 

heir through God.” (Galatians 4:4-7).  We all claim sonship as well. We claim it every time we 

say the first word of Jesus’ prayer in Matthew 6:9-13: “Our Father…” And if this is so, what 



kind of responsibility and blessing do we have? Not only do we have the work of a son in the 

church, but we have the eternal blessing of being reborn from the dead into a new creation as 

heirs to the promise forever! 

Work Application 

Do we take our inheritance seriously? Jesus shows us how to use what we’ve been given 

as heirs of the Kingdom by how He shares His inheritance. His last will and testament is in effect 

now. We have been adopted as sons and have what He has left us in His will and must share it 

with others.  

Do we take care of our human family? Jesus as son and Son, takes care of every member of 

His family. He brings love, care, feeding, and sacrifice to those He loves. The spiritual care and 

feeding He delivers to us is a mirror we can use to reflect His love to everyone around us. In our 

work, we are to be protectors, honest, and kind. At every level we as sons represent the best of 

Jesus to the world. 

 

Questions for Thought 

 As a son of God, how do you show your sonship in your everyday life? 

 What is your inheritance and how do you share it with others? 

 At work, home, and in your church family, how do you exemplify your sonship in the 

way you interact with and treat others? 

 

  



Chapter 11 

Jesus the Prophet 

We often don’t relate well to prophets or prophecy in our world today. This is probably due 

to the fact that prophecy has ceased (1 Corinthians 13:8). But, for thousands of years in the Old 

and New Testamental periods, prophecy and the occupation or position of prophet was regarded 

as one of special importance albeit often one of humble station. It’s easy to see how difficult life 

was for prophets like Elijah, Elisha, Isaiah, and Jeremiah and wonder why in the world they 

carried on with their ministries as they did. There were also prophets like Samuel and Daniel 

who were in positions of power and highly regarded. Each man’s story is different and displays 

something new about God’s plan for humanity. Jesus is a prophet for all time, the Prophet of 

prophets. In Him, we have not only a look into the path and formation of the church, but a view 

into eternity. As a prophet, Jesus embodies the power, wisdom, and suffering that we see over 

and over in the Old Testament prophets, and He is perfect in every area. 

Jesus’ Prophetic Power 

The power of prophets in the Bible was not so much in what they did, but what they said. 

Some of the prophets we see were associated with miracles, like Daniel, but most of them were 

spokesmen, bringing news from God directly to His people. Jesus, while He performed many 

miracles, displayed God’s power in prophecy much in the same way as His Old Testament 

counterparts. Jesus’ power in prophecy wasn’t looking toward fixed future events, but at eternity 

and a new kind of life in Him. It is in Jesus’ prophetic way of life and His death, burial, and 

resurrection that we can see His wisdom and power. 



The most recognizable prophecy Jesus gives us is one that we look back to and forward 

to because it occurred in a fixed time, but has eternal ramifications. In Matthew 20:17-19, we see 

this prophecy: “And as Jesus was going up to Jerusalem, he took the twelve disciples aside, and 

on the way he said to them, “See, we are going up to Jerusalem. And the Son of Man will be 

delivered over to the chief priests and scribes, and they will condemn him to death and deliver 

him over to the Gentiles to be mocked and flogged and crucified, and he will be raised on the 

third day.” This was the third time Jesus prophesied His death, burial, and resurrection. But, 

Jesus wasn’t just telling them a shocking story, He was telling them the Gospel. Today, He is 

still preaching this same Gospel to us through His Word. Paul talks about this in 1 Corinthians 

15:1-4 “Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached to you, which you received, 

in which you stand, and by which you are being saved, if you hold fast to the word I preached to 

you—unless you believed in vain. For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also 

received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, that he was buried, that 

he was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures.” The type of prophecy Jesus 

gives is not one of singular historical fact or significance, but a prophecy that saturates every 

corner of human history from beginning to end and settles deep into the heart, soul, mind, and 

strength of every child of God. 

The prophecy we await, however, is the one I think about every day. It’s the gift we all 

receive when we lie down and rise up. It’s the hope of something better and amazing and eternal. 

Mark 13:26-27 “And then they will see the Son of Man coming in clouds with great power and 

glory. And then he will send out the angels and gather his elect from the four winds, from the 

ends of the earth to the ends of heaven.” This prophecy is where our hearts rest. It is in the hope 

and completion of Jesus’ work and ministry and Kingship. As prophecies go, this is the one that 



Christians cling to the most. Jesus gives us the image of a triumphant return in which He will 

make everything new and good. This prophecy is continued in the words of the angels in Acts 

1:10-11 “And while they were gazing into heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by them in 

white robes, and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who 

was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 

This prophecy still calls out across the millennia today to all who would know Jesus. It’s the 

final and most important thing we need to know and understand; a door opened by the Gospel of 

Jesus. 

Jesus’ Prophetic Wisdom 

Jesus’ wisdom did not end after He ascended. His power and Lordship transcend time 

and space, leading His followers by the Holy Spirit to understanding of the last days and 

prophecy unknown by the Old Testament scribes. In Hebrews 1:1-4, the prophetic Word of Jesus 

is evident. “Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the 

prophets, but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all 

things, through whom also he created the world. He is the radiance of the glory of God and the 

exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe by the word of his power. After making 

purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, having become as 

much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs.” Jesus still 

speaks in the last days as a new kind of prophet; one Whose words will never pass away. These 

same words we receive today are seen throughout His teachings and the teachings of His 

followers. I believe one of the mistakes scholars make the most when discussing the New 

Testament is in differentiating between the first four books and the writings of Paul and other 



disciples or apostles. As far as God is concerned, it’s all His word, not some amalgam we have to 

sort out.  

Part of Jesus’ prophetic wisdom is the unity of scripture and the beautiful way it all fits 

together. So, if I study the prophecy in the book of Isaiah, written by his hand or that of a scribe, 

what I’m really seeing are the words of God, utterly known to Jesus Himself. He even reads 

these words Himself in Luke 4:16-21 “And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up. 

And as was his custom, he went to the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and he stood up to read. 

And the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place 

where it was written, “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to proclaim 

good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives and recovering of sight 

to the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 

And he rolled up the scroll and gave it back to the attendant and sat down. And the eyes of all in 

the synagogue were fixed on him. And he began to say to them, “Today this Scripture has been 

fulfilled in your hearing.” Jesus knew exactly what to say and when to say it. On this particular 

occasion, He revealed His own place as the Annointed and was eventually driven out of the 

synagogue and almost cast off a cliff. This was the beginning of what He knew would culminate 

in the greatest victory mankind will ever see. 

Jesus reveals His prophetic wisdom as He eats His last Passover with His disciples. “And 

when the hour came, he reclined at table, and the apostles with him. And he said to them, “I have 

earnestly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer. For I tell you I will not eat it until 

it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God.” (Luke 22:14-16). Jesus was telling us that the Passover had 

to be fulfilled or completed. If you look at the Passover in its original form, it included a perfect 

lamb, unleavened bread, and bitter herbs. Jesus tells us every time we eat this meal that He 



completed or fulfilled the Passover for all time through enduring the bitterness of sin and death, 

being the perfect lamb, and becoming the bread of life that sustains us on our journey to the 

Promised Land. Within every follower of Jesus is the prophecy He continues in His church 

through the last days and into the new creation with Him forever. Stephen Bretsen gives some 

insight on this concept in his paper titled The Creation, the Kingdom of God, and a Theory of the 

Faithful Corporation “Old Testament prophetic voice with Jesus' earthly ministry and the 

eschatological kingdom promised in Revelation. In addition, the first message that Jesus 

proclaimed in his wider preaching was that the kingdom of God is near (Mark 1:14-15). Finally, 

Jesus' last days before the ascension were spent talking with his disciples about the kingdom of 

God, both its nature and timing (Acts 1:3, 6-8). The kingdom of God was clearly a matter of first 

and last principles in Jesus' teachings - to be believed and remembered” (2008, p. 136).  

Jesus the Suffering Prophet 

You don’t have to look far in the Old Testament to see a prophet who suffered. Isaiah had 

to walk around and preach naked and barefoot for three years (Isaiah 20). Ezekiel had to lie on 

his left side for 390 days then on his right side for 40 days (Ezekiel 4). Elijah was fed by ravens 

(1 Kings 17). Jeremiah is even called the “weeping prophet”. Over and over again, these pitiable 

men suffered for God’s word and truth. Jesus was no different. He endured not only the suffering 

and shame of the cross, but daily lack and scarcity. 

In Matthew 8:20, Jesus describes His daily life: “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air 

have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.” This was a regular occurrence for 

Jesus and His disciples. The hard life He lived mirrored that of the prophets of old. In Luke 6:1, 

there is a scene of the suffering of Jesus and His starving disciples. “On a Sabbath, while he was 



going through the grainfields, his disciples plucked and ate some heads of grain, rubbing them in 

their hands.” They were so hungry that they had to eat raw grain. Of course, Jesus fasted and was 

tempted in the wilderness for forty days as well; an act that probably left Him on the verge of 

death, so close in fact that immediately following, angels had to come take care of Him (Mark 

1:13).  

But, the insult and suffering Jesus probably found the hardest to endure was that of rejection. 

Luke 4:23-24 gives one event of this rejection: “And he said to them, “Doubtless you will quote 

to me this proverb, ‘Physician, heal yourself.’ What we have heard you did at Capernaum, do 

here in your hometown as well.” And he said, “Truly, I say to you, no prophet is acceptable in 

his hometown.” But, the rejection wasn’t really about Jesus and His feelings being hurt, it was 

always about those who rejected Him. Jesus knew that rejection of Him meant rejection of 

Heaven, life, and forgiveness. Rejection meant that people would continue to live in their fear, 

guilt, anger, and shame with no hope of an abundant life in the Kingdom and no hope of eternal 

life with Him. Jesus understood that people were hurting in their sin, living every day with the 

pain of guilt, fear, and anger, separated from beautiful lives in Him by clinging to their sin and to 

the past. Just look at His emotional outpouring in Jerusalem in Luke 13:31-35 “At that very hour 

some Pharisees came and said to him, “Get away from here, for Herod wants to kill you.” And 

he said to them, “Go and tell that fox, ‘Behold, I cast out demons and perform cures today and 

tomorrow, and the third day I finish my course. Nevertheless, I must go on my way today and 

tomorrow and the day following, for it cannot be that a prophet should perish away from 

Jerusalem.’ O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent 

to it! How often would I have gathered your children together as a hen gathers her brood under 

her wings, and you were not willing! Behold, your house is forsaken. And I tell you, you will not 



see me until you say, ‘Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!’” Jesus identifies His 

own prophetic place and destiny as He mourns the terrible destiny of Jerusalem. In around 40 

years, Jerusalem, its temple, and its people will be all but wiped out; scattered about the earth. If 

they would only listen to Jesus and turn from their selfishness and sin, they might not have to 

endure such pain and they could experience the new hope of life in Him. The pain in His heart 

for God’s people was deep and mournful. We as Christians can cling to past sins, anger, guilt, 

and shame. We must recognize that to be truly free, we have to understand that all those past 

things are gone and we are free to live lives free of the old things that weigh us down. Only then 

can we be productive and joyful people in His Kingdom. 

 Jesus the Prophet is powerful, wise, and characterized by suffering in every way. He is the 

prophet whose words continue into eternity. Let us not reject Him, but hear and do His will. 

Work Application 

None of us are prophets. We know this and we understand why. But, what aspects of 

Jesus the Prophet are important in the way we work and interact with those inside and outside the 

church? This is not just a matter of how we teach people about the prophets of the Old Testament 

or the prophecies of the New Testament. We as followers of Jesus must uphold the hope of the 

resurrection which is the prophecy we await and bring this hope to others as well. Ask someone 

and yourself, “If you could have freedom and relief from anger, shame, guilt, and fear and it was 

completely free to you, would accept that free gift?” This is the abundant life and hope Jesus 

offers in His Kingdom.  

Part of the way we uphold Jesus’ prophecy is by adopting the attributes of power, wisdom, 

and suffering in our own lives and work. Power is shown in how we handle situations with other 



people through the love, power, joy, and goodness of Jesus by way of His own goodness. We can 

display His power through patience, kindness, humility, meekness, and other spiritual attributes 

that lead to calm and meaningful conversation and change in our workplaces and lives as a 

whole. Wisdom is part of this power for change and communication. Knowing when to speak 

and when to keep silent are included. Suffering for Jesus and His Kingdom isn’t something we’re 

well-versed or experienced in, but this could change at any minute. Jobs, relationships, and even 

lives can be at stake in the way we live for Jesus. The more prepared we are for these 

possibilities or eventualities, the more victory we can show through Jesus our Great Prophet. 

Questions for Thought 

 How do you use power, wisdom, and suffering as a Christian, at work, and at home? 

 What does the prophecy of Jesus’ second coming mean to you and how can you use it in 

your own life and the lives of others? 

 How do you see prophecy fitting into your life today? Does it? 

 

  



Chapter 12 

Jesus the Priest 

Priests, especially in the Old Testament, enjoyed a very elevated position in Jewish society, 

religion, and even politics. They were originally appointed as keepers of the tabernacle/temple 

and servants who kept the fires burning, the blood flowing, and the atonement rolling. But, over 

the centuries, the priesthood, as many levels of Israelite life, was corrupted and became all about 

power, politics, and greed. They added liberally to the law, making legalistic demands on the 

Jewish people that were not only impossible to keep, but completely counter to God’s word and 

plan. But, when Jesus came as the ultimate High Priest, He set about returning the priesthood to 

its pure origins and changing it to be a new kind of priesthood that was so inclusive as to remove 

all the boundaries set up by the Pharisees and Sadducees. Jesus brought back to God’s people the 

fire, blood and atonement, and a new temple, all of which would last forever. 

Jesus’ Fire 

An important duty of the priest under Mosaic Law was to keep various fires burning 

before God in the Tabernacle and Temple. One thing we must recognize about the Temple and 

Tabernacle before we go any further is that it served as a place that was located between Heaven 

and Earth; a place where the High Priest met with God. It was a conjunction, similar to the 

Garden of Eden where Heaven and Earth were joined and God and man once more could 

commune. We can see this in the decorations throughout both structures with various earthly 

animals and vegetation like bulls, lions, oxen, trees, open flowers, gourds, and pomegranates, 

and heavenly creatures such as cherubim as seen in 1 Kings 6 and 7. But, within the Temple, 

there were not just structures and decorations, but fires; flames that were to be kept burning at all 



times before God. The first flame mentioned in Exodus 27:20-21 is begun as a community effort 

by the priests and people of Israel: “You shall command the people of Israel that they bring to 

you pure beaten olive oil for the light, that a lamp may regularly be set up to burn. In the tent of 

meeting, outside the veil that is before the testimony, Aaron and his sons shall tend it from 

evening to morning before the Lord. It shall be a statute forever to be observed throughout their 

generations by the people of Israel.” The pure oil and the flame served as a continual reminder to 

all of Israel of God’s presence much as the pillar of fire that guided them through the wilderness 

did. The flame had to burn all night every night as a reminder of God’s power and guiding light. 

The other fires are mentioned in Exodus 37:17-29. The lampstand with its seven lamps 

represented the seven days of creation; a regular reminder of God’s creative power and His 

power in upholding and sustaining everything. The last fire was more a smolder than a fire. The 

altar of incense stood as a memorial of prayer to God. In Psalm 141:2, prayer is compare to a 

sweet smell that floats up to God before His throne. But, how do these fires relate to Jesus and 

His priestly duties? 

Jesus, as our High Priest, has a way of simplifying and deepening everything we learn from 

the Old Law. While the three fires in Exodus seem to symbolize different things to the Israelites, 

we see in the New Testament that they are really one in the same, much the way the Most Holy 

place with its three exact dimensions shows the oneness of God in three persons. In Luke 24:49, 

Jesus gives a hint of this combining of the fires: “And behold, I am sending the promise of my 

Father upon you. But stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on high.” Jesus Tells 

the Apostles that a power is coming that will guide them into all truth in John 16:13. But, the 

fruition of this promise becomes real to them in Acts 2:1-4 “When the day of Pentecost arrived, 

they were all together in one place. And suddenly there came from heaven a sound like a mighty 



rushing wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. And divided tongues as of 

fire appeared to them and rested on each one of them. And they were all filled with the Holy 

Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance.” The Holy Spirit 

here is characterized by power and guidance; a creative and undeniable, irresistible force that 

brings to the Apostles the tools they need to preach the Gospel to the right crowd, and the right 

place and the right time. Another attribute of the Holy Spirit is mentioned in Romans 8:26-27 

“Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know what to pray for as we ought, 

but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words. And he who searches 

hearts knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according 

to the will of God.”  Between these three passages and in many other places in the New 

Testament, we see the combined creative power, guidance, and prayerfulness of the Holy Spirit, 

combined into one and attended by our High Priest.  

Jesus’ Blood 

The blood that was used by the priests in the Old Testament was a key ingredient in the 

lives of the Israelites. Every day, the people of Israel, as people outside of Christ are today, were 

reminded that they were incomplete. Guilt, shame, and fear were constant parts of the average 

Israelite’s life. It was a huge burden. We can see this reflected in David’s Psalm 51 after his sin 

with Bathsheba. He begs with God over and over. Just a short section of his song says so much: 

“Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. Let me 

hear joy and gladness; let the bones that you have broken rejoice. Hide your face from my sins, 

and blot out all my iniquities. Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within 

me. Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from me. Restore to me 

the joy of your salvation, and uphold me with a willing spirit.” (vss. 7-12). God’s solution to this 



problem at the time was to use blood sacrifice. He began with the Passover and the sacrifice of 

the lamb whose blood would shelter His people and allow them to be led out of bondage. Then, 

He sets up the sacrifices for sin and guilt. Yom Kippur or The Day of Atonement accounted for 

the sins of the people. Blood was shed, sprinkled on the Mercy Seat of the Ark of the Covenant 

before God and the sins were pushed forward or delayed for another year. But, guilt was a 

different matter. Have you ever felt guilty before? I have and I know it’s a terrible, panicky 

feeling. Look at how God provides relief for His people in Leviticus 6:1-7. Let’s read the 

passage. Here, we see that people sinned and then in vs 4 the person who sinned realized his 

guilt. Then, God gives the person a way to deal with the guilt. But, what He says in verse 7 is 

what really sticks with me: “And the priest shall make atonement for him before the Lord, and he 

shall be forgiven for any of the things that one may do and thereby become guilty.” The whole 

point of the sacrifice here, the whole point of the atonement is not for the sin, but for the guilt. In 

fact, over and over again in Leviticus, God tells Moses how people can deal with crushing guilt. 

What kind of God loves His people so much that He doesn’t want them to feel guilty about what 

they’ve done? It’s the same God Who sent His only Son as we see in John 3:16. This sheds an 

important light on what it means to be saved from your sins. There are basically two options to 

deal with guilt, only one of which actually works. You can either try to change society’s view of 

the sin to make it seem alright or you can accept that it is a sin and go to Jesus for forgiveness 

and healing. Of those two options, only one is real, loving, and permanent.  

So, what does Jesus’ blood mean when the angel says to Joseph, “She will bear a son, and 

you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins” (Matthew 1:21)? Does 

He mean that Jesus blood will save us from hell? Partly, yes. We see this clearly in Mark 16:16. 

But, what else does it mean? What is just as important in the life of a Christian living in Christ? 



Hebrews 9:13-14 gives a clear answer: “For if the blood of goats and bulls, and the sprinkling of 

defiled persons with the ashes of a heifer, sanctify for the purification of the flesh, how much 

more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without blemish to 

God, purify our conscience from dead works to serve the living God.” Jesus sacrifice is not only 

for our sins to purify us for entry into eternal life, it is a sacrifice right now for the life we can 

live free of guilt and shame and fear and anger and all the things that can hold us back from 

being effective and loving children of God! What did Jesus say about this kind of life? John 

10:10 “The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and 

have it abundantly.” Jesus didn’t just come so that we can go to Heaven, He lives so that we can 

have lives of true and abundant freedom. This is the kind of High Priest we live with in the 

Kingdom of Heaven. 

Jesus’ Temple 

The Tabernacle and Temple were never meant to stand forever. The Tabernacle was 

always viewed as temporary by the Israelites by virtue of its portability and perishable nature. 

But, the Temple, made of enormous stones, was a different matter. As far as the Israelites were 

concerned, this massive, richly ornamented symbol of God’s presence in Jerusalem was meant to 

stay forever. We can see this in the conversation that took place between Jesus and His disciples 

in Luke 21:5-6 “And while some were speaking of the temple, how it was adorned with noble 

stones and offerings, he said, “As for these things that you see, the days will come when there 

will not be left here one stone upon another that will not be thrown down.” The disciples had the 

view that such a beautiful monument to Judaism could never fall. But, Jesus makes it known that 

not only would the Temple be destroyed, it will be an utter destruction that will pervade all of 

Jewish culture, religion, and society.  



Jesus mentions the Temple again in a different context in John 2:18-22 “So the Jews said to 

him, “What sign do you show us for doing these things?” Jesus answered them, “Destroy this 

temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” The Jews then said, “It has taken forty-six years to 

build this temple, and will you raise it up in three days?” But he was speaking about the temple 

of his body. When therefore he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had 

said this, and they believed the Scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken.”  Just before this 

conversation, Jesus had a very controversial encounter in the temple with the money changers. 

This act was not meant to be physically, but spiritually beneficial as a sign that His temple is 

clean, not a place for buying, selling, and sacrificing, but an abode where one sacrifice would be 

made for all. Jesus knew that a restoration of a true Temple was coming and that there would be 

a convergence again of Heaven and Earth, but this time, it would be in a person. Jesus Himself is 

the new Temple and serves as our High Priest. But, He doesn’t leave us out of the Priestly 

Kingdom. He includes us and gives us the opportunity to live and serve in this eternal Temple. 

Hebrews 10:19-23 shows us just what an amazing gift and responsibility we have as priests and 

priestesses under this new and eternal priesthood: “Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence 

to enter the holy places by the blood of Jesus, by the new and living way that he opened for us 

through the curtain, that is, through his flesh, and since we have a great priest over the house of 

God, let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean 

from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. Let us hold fast the confession 

of our hope without wavering, for he who promised is faithful.”  

 Jesus is the one who is the Way. He is the Temple of the New Covenant; one in which the 

curtain has been torn away and we can approach God’s throne. He is a pure and clean Temple 

where sacrifice has been eternally abolished and the one Sacrifice cleanses us forever. And He 



has cleansed us as well, making us as we see in 1 Corinthians 6:19-20, a temple of the Holy 

Spirit. 

Work Application 

We are all priests serving under our great High Priest Who still keeps the fire burning, 

blood flowing, and temple pure. When Jesus had John write to the seven churches in Asia in 

Revelation, He mentions the golden lampstands that are the light burning still in each church. We 

have the same light burning in us today. The fire of the Holy Spirit burning before God is a 

constant reminder to us that we are God’s light in the world. The blood of Jesus cleanses us and 

we are the temple of the Holy Spirit, thus all of these aspects of Jesus as priest and our own royal 

priesthood combine as the cohesive beauty and purity of the Kingdom of Heaven.  

In our own work and life, the light, blood, and temple are important in the way we see 

humanity; everyone around us. The world we light is dark and we must understand this in order 

to take the light to the right places. The world we live and work in is impure and needs cleansing 

in Jesus’ blood. People are made in God’s image but have been skewed and distorted by the 

dark, impure world they live in; by sin. Scott Waalkes, in his research article titled Rethinking 

Work as Vocation: From Protestant Advice to Gospel Corrective says, “We can still affirm the 

priesthood of all believers, the participation of all believers in the work of God. However, a 

gospel view is quite frankly realistic in saying that secular workplaces, societies, economies, and 

states can be deeply broken and potentially oppressive” (2015, p. 140). All of these facts must 

have an impact on us, leading us to compassion, urgency, and love for those with whom we 

interact.  

 



Questions for Thought 

 How does the fire in your walk with Jesus make a difference in your interactions with 

others? 

 In what way does Jesus’ blood cause you to have a clear and compassionate view of 

humanity? 

 As the temple of the Holy Spirit and priests under Jesus, how do you serve in His temple 

daily? Does this service make a difference or impact in the lives of others? 

 How does Jesus’ freedom from guilt, shame, anger, and fear affect your productivity and 

joy as a Christian? 

 

  



Chapter 13 

Jesus the King 

 Royalty is a difficult thing for humans. Throughout history, men and women have repeatedly 

failed at being kings and queens. It seems that there is always something that sneaks into their 

reign and corrupts it. Even the most successful reigns of David and Solomon were fraught with 

adultery, murder, polygamy, idolatry, and various other difficulties and sins that brought them 

ultimately to an ignominious end. The position of king is one that historically fails as a position 

of leadership within the various types of leadership and government. Kings are supposed to be 

infallible, noble, just, and yet powerful. The cliché of power that corrupts is true and absolute 

power does corrupt absolutely.  This is evident in political offices of every sort and the 

democracy we live under is no exception. The Kingdom of Heaven is different. The King Who 

reigns in this government is perfect in every way. His laws are completely just and His people 

are joyful in keeping them. His love for His people is complete and understood, causing His 

people to love Him and respect Him above all others. And His power, while absolute, is not of 

the corruptible kind. It is absent of hate, selfishness, and corporeal pursuits, making His rule 

perfectly beautiful, even longed for by His people. This position of work is occupied by the one 

and only Jesus, King of a Theocracy that only exists in the Kingdom of Heaven. Through this 

perfect occupation, we learn Who Jesus is and who we are in relation to His Kingship. 

King of Justice 

Justice is a word that has been obscured by what people think it means. How many 

movements today and throughout history have based their impetus on some sort of perceived or 

real injustice? And how many of those movements really knew what justice means? In the 



church, we can get lost in an unbiblical idea of what justice is as well. We might think it’s unjust 

that we have no voice in politics or that America has strayed so far from Biblical standards. But, 

America is not a theocracy. Satan is a clever enemy in that he knows how to use issues in the 

world to distract us from accomplishing our mission of bringing Jesus to the world. We live in a 

true theocracy under King Jesus and must seek His justice and stay focused on our mission in 

His Kingdom. Justice is something that God owns and He knows how to truly bring about. So 

much of human justice is wrapped in the idea of revenge and retaliation. But, any and every time 

we try that on for size, it is disastrous. Roman 12:19 gives us a look into this. “Beloved, never 

avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God, for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I will 

repay, says the Lord.” God understands what true justice is and only He can mete it out 

appropriately. We have a Judge Who will see everything just as it is, untainted by the world as 

we are. When Peter speaks to the household of Cornelius, he makes clear how Jesus sees justice. 

Acts10:34-35, 42 “So Peter opened his mouth and said: “Truly I understand that God shows no 

partiality, but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 

And he commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one appointed by God 

to be judge of the living and the dead.”  Justice is, ultimately, something that God defines. He is 

Creator of all and has the understanding and right to deliver justice, but it isn’t a justice of fear. 

The definition of Jesus’ justice as our King can be seen numerous times in the Psalms. In 

every place in the Psalms and throughout the Word, we see God’s justice not as one of fear, but 

one of joy with the understanding that God will always do right.  

 119:149 Hear my voice according to your steadfast love; O LORD, according to your 

justice give me life. 



 89:14 Righteousness and justice are the foundation of your throne; steadfast love and 

faithfulness go before you. 

 101:1 A Psalm of David. I will sing of steadfast love and justice; to you, O LORD, I will 

make music. 

 98:8-9 Let the rivers clap their hands; let the hills sing for joy together before the Lord, 

for he comes to judge the earth. He will judge the world with righteousness, and the 

peoples with equity. 

Unfortunately, in our culture justice has taken on a negative connotation, especially from 

secular people looking in at the church. Justice has become synonymous with condemnation, 

something reserved only for God. But, justice in and of itself is an act of love. Jesus delivered 

justice over and over in His ministry. When He healed the widow’s son in Luke 7, He was giving 

justice to the widow. When He ate with and talked with tax collectors and prostitutes, He brought 

justice to them through the equal sharing of the Gospel; something His contemporaries would 

never have done. When He shares this same Gospel with and through us today, He is bringing 

justice to a world that needs real justice. Justice is another part of the grace we receive and give 

and live in Him. And He uses justice in us as we care for the widow and orphan James 1:27 and 

for the immigrant and the poor Zechariah 7:10. Justice is another manifestation of Jesus’ love in 

us and through us to the world, not a sour condemnation, but a righteous love and care that we 

bring to others through the Gospel. 

King of Love 

Love is another misunderstood word in secular and even religious culture. One of the 

most prominent misunderstandings is believing love is just a word or a feeling. But, love is more 



than either of those things. As the Holy Spirit writes through Paul in 1 Corinthians 13:13 “So 

now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; but the greatest of these is love.” Faith, hope, and 

love endure, he says, but the greatest of these is love. Love is abiding, enduring forever. Just look 

a few verses earlier “Love never fails.” (13:8). Love is forever, but what does this tell us?  Why 

is this important? I believe it relates to the eternal nature of love and something John writes in 1 

John 4:8 “Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is love.” Love is not a 

word or a feeling or a thing, Love is a Person. Jesus, King of Love displays this in Who He is.  

Jesus has placed this same love in us and gives us assurance of our salvation and joy in 

His love. “So we have come to know and to believe the love that God has for us. God is love, 

and whoever abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him. By this is love perfected with 

us, so that we may have confidence for the day of judgment, because as he is so also are we in 

this world. There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear. For fear has to do with 

punishment, and whoever fears has not been perfected in love.”  (1 John 4:16).This is another 

beautiful example of the freedom and salvation we have from fear because of love. The King of 

Love shows us in His salvation that there is no need to be afraid or to hate or to feel guilty for 

past sins, because He has thrown all of that away! Love has cast out all of the garbage from our 

lives. 

In the same way, as we love one another, we help to cast out fear and hate and guilt and 

jealousy and envy and competing with each other over silly things of the world. Look at how 

Jesus puts this to the disciples in John 15:12-17 “This is my commandment, that you love one 

another as I have loved you. Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for 

his friends. You are my friends if you do what I command you. No longer do I call you servants, 

for the servant does not know what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all that 



I have heard from my Father I have made known to you. You did not choose me, but I chose you 

and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should abide, so that 

whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may give it to you. These things I command you, so 

that you will love one another.” Jesus says, love one another as I have loved you. He was never 

mean to them or jealous of the close brotherly relationship between Peter and Andrew or James 

and John. He didn’t call out Judas and humiliate Him. He didn’t have petty competitions with the 

disciples to show them who was boss. The same love that is in Jesus must be in us.  

King of Power 

Have you ever felt powerful? What was it like? Was it because you had ownership of 

something or control of a group of people? Was it because you finally got your finances under 

control? Do you think power is about control? If so, you don’t know what power is and you’ve 

never had it. Jesus shows us what true power is in a life that seems most devoid of it from a 

worldly understanding. While He definitely ensured His ministry was successful through prayer, 

understanding of all situations, and spiritual teaching, Jesus didn’t go about controlling situations 

or people. He changed the whole paradigm of power to one of empowerment. One of the first 

things He did before sending out the Twelve was to empower them: “And he appointed twelve 

(whom he also named apostles) so that they might be with him and he might send them out to 

preach and have authority to cast out demons.” (Mark 3:14). Jesus could have micromanaged the 

situation and not entrusted such power to these green followers, but He instead shared His power 

with them. This same power He shared with basically every person He met. He healed people, 

removed evil spirits from them, raised their loved ones from the dead. Jesus horded no power; 

He shared everything that had been given to Him.  



Jesus displayed power in the way He lived as well. We have heard more than once that 

Jesus is meek. What does that word mean? Most people misinterpret it was someone who is 

weak or a pushover. Some equate meekness with humility. But, none of these words really stand 

up to scrutiny in the face of Who Jesus is or others who were called meek in the Bible. Consider 

Numbers 12:3 “Now the man Moses was very meek, more than all people who were on the face 

of the earth.” But, Moses was also one of the most powerful men on the face of the Earth at that 

time. So, how do we reconcile Moses’ power and meekness. Meekness is not a position of 

powerlessness, but a state of extreme power under control. This is the kind of power Jesus 

displays. He seems small, demure, and simple, but the real God/Man is anything but. Jesus is 

meekness defined; all the power in the universe and more, packaged in a young, Jewish man. We 

see a glimpse of His true power in the Garden of Gethsemane when He simply says,” I am He.” 

And the power of those words flatten hundreds of soldiers who have come to forcibly arrest Him. 

(John 18:6). We see it at the Transfiguration when He is transformed into His glorified form and 

stands first with Moses and Elijah, then alone as the Father raises Him up as His beloved Son. 

(Mark 9). But all this power seems to steal away at the sight of the King of Power Who kneels 

before the mud-caked feet of His followers as He lovingly cleanses them and shows what real 

power is about. (John 13).  

And this is where Jesus’ power takes us. He brings you and me to His throne room and says, 

come sit here with me. A picture of this is found in 1 Corinthians 6:2-3 “Or do you not know that 

the saints will judge the world? And if the world is to be judged by you, are you incompetent to 

try trivial cases? Do you not know that we are to judge angels? How much more, then, matters 

pertaining to this life!” Jesus invites us to be a part of the most important parts of His Kingdom. 

As the King of Power, He doesn’t leave us out, but calls us into His Kingdom to serve in 



righteousness, love, and goodness. 2 Timothy 2:11-13 talks about our reign with Him. “The 

saying is trustworthy, for: If we have died with him, we will also live with him; if we endure, we 

will also reign with him; if we deny him, he also will deny us; if we are faithless, he remains 

faithful—for he cannot deny himself.” Jesus, the King of Power opens His Kingdom to us and 

allows us a place of work alongside Him, just as we are yoked to Him in our work now. 

Revelation ties the “royal priesthood” to the one found in 1 Peter 2:9 and shows how much Jesus 

wants us to share in His glory and power as priests and priestesses; princes and princesses: 

“Blessed and holy is the one who shares in the first resurrection! Over such the second death has 

no power, but they will be priests of God and of Christ, and they will reign with him for a 

thousand years.” (Revelation 20:6). The King of Power defines power for us in a way that has 

been missed by the world. Scott Waalkes puts it this way: “This is why a vocation is always to be 

understood in terms of bearing the cross: it is something we share with Christ in some small 

measure, a part of his mission in the world, something that requires a death to self for the sake of 

God and other people. It is not primarily about self-discovery or self- fulfillment at all, but about 

finding one's life by losing it for Christ's sake - that is to say, for the sake of his mission, for the 

sake of the kingdom of God” (2015, p. 142). Only in His power can we truly live in His 

Kingdom. 

Jesus calls us to share in His justice, love, and power, not just through the acceptance of these 

gifts, but through the participation as rulers in His Kingdom, accepting the awesome privilege 

and responsibility to reign, judge, and live with Him forever. 

 

 



Work Application 

For humans, justice, love, and power can appear to be irreconcilable. We can see justice 

and power as unloving. Power seems to conflict with justice and love because of its corrupting 

influence.  But, in the Kingdom of Heaven under our great and perfect King, all of these qualities 

make sense together. It is in understanding how Jesus makes these qualities work that we can 

bring them to the world around us.  

We can do as Micah writes: “He has told you, O man, what is good; and what does the 

LORD require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your 

God?” (6:8). This is possible for humans, too! In our work places, families, and relationships in 

Jesus as brothers and sisters, we can do justice, show love in our kind attitudes and actions, and 

exude power in humility as we control that power in meekness. These attributes are all within 

our reach and can change our lives and the lives of others.  

 

Questions for Thought 

 What kind of justice do you exhibit in your relationships at home, work, and with your 

brothers and sisters in Christ? 

 Does power get in the way of your love or justice? How can you change that? 

 Can love overcome negative issues with power and justice? How? 

 

  



Chapter 14 

Jesus: Master of All 

 Our King and Lord is perfect in everything. Jesus shows this over and over again in His 

word and today in His eternal Kingdom. He displays His mastery of everything in His power 

over death, sin, the physical universe, and the Kingdom in which He reigns. Jesus calls us into 

these realms of work in the same way. He calls us to work ethically, masterfully, and lovingly in 

our careers and personal work. As the King Who brings power to His people and shares His 

knowledge and wisdom of this power, Jesus trains us all to have power over death and sin. He 

shows us the depths and riches of His created world and calls us to participate in that creation. 

Finally, Jesus calls us to reign with Him in the Kingdom of Heaven! 

Power Over Death 

 One of the most important attributes of Jesus to any Christian is the fact that He has 

power over death. Death is something that plagues us every day. We hear of it through every 

medium, see it in every person, and feel it in our aches and pains. It’s a creeping thing that shows 

itself in the fallenness of our world and ourselves. Paul talks about this in Romans 5:12 

“Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death through sin, and so death 

spread to all men because all sinned.” Death moves through sin as a disease moves through the 

dying flesh of humanity. But, we have power over death. What does this mean and how does 

Jesus give us this power and train us to use it in our lives for Him? There are several ways Jesus 

does this for us and to us. The first is through our union with Him. Paul writes in Galatians 2:20 

“I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the 

life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for 

me.” In this statement, we are admitting not only that we have died to sin, but that we live in 



Jesus. And if we live in Jesus Who is eternal, we are alive forever. There is power in the 

acceptance of Jesus and the rejection of death and sin. This is one part of the power that comes 

from Jesus and is made real in us. Another way we have power over death is through the 

transformative power of Jesus. We see this is Romans 5:18 “as one trespass led to condemnation 

for all men, so one act of righteousness leads to justification and life for all men.” Through His 

sacrifice of life and death, Jesus transformed the spiritual landscape and all those who inhabit it 

by removing sin by way of His own perfect fire of love. It is in this fire that our sins are eternally 

burned away as we walk in the light with Him (1 John 1:7; Hebrews 12:28-29). This 

transformative life with Jesus is the power of life over death that allows us to move into the 

Kingdom of Heaven now and live in it forever. Jesus Himself says what is probably the most 

reassuring and beautiful truth about those who live in Him in John 8:51 “Truly, truly, I say to 

you, if anyone keeps my word, he will never see death.” Jesus is not speaking in hyperbole here, 

but telling those who seek to accuse Him that death is a thing of the past because He had come 

into the world to end such a thing. Jesus came that we may have life; abundant life. When Adam 

sinned, spiritual death and separation from God was immediate and cataclysmic in the physical 

and spiritual realms. This separation reigned from Adam to Moses until God came back and gave 

Moses the law for life and finally grace and truth in Jesus (Romans 5:12-17). Although our 

physical bodies will deteriorate and return to dust, we will not see death; we will continue on, 

joined to Jesus and His eternal power. 

 Power over sin is necessarily included in power over death as they are conjoined 

quantities in the spiritual and physical realities we experience. As these quantities go, Christians 

generally tend to focus more on salvation from death rather than salvation from sin. This is easy 

to explain since people are almost uniformly more frightened of dying than doing something 



wrong. If I were to tell you that you will die if you commit adultery, you would be far more 

frightened than if I told you that you would be wrong if you commit adultery. While this is a 

simplistic analogy, the point that sin seems more harmless somehow than death because the 

consequences appear to be unequal. But, in reality they are one in the same. Both of them bring 

death and both result in a separation from God. Sin takes something away from you that is 

difficult to measure and almost impossible to sense as it seeps slowly out of your life. Jesus said 

that He came that we would have life and have it to the full (John 10:10). But, how does this 

abundant life come to us? Is it just about the fact that we will never see death or is it more? Of 

course, we covered this in Chapter 11 Jesus the Prophet. But, it is vitally important that we 

understand that freedom from sin is just as important now as it is for when we have left the flesh 

behind. If we are to live free, abundant, productive lives for Jesus, we have to realize that He has 

saved us from our sins. Only then can we be truly free to drop the already unlocked shackles of 

shame, fear, anger, guilt, jealousy, envy, and other stymieing influences. Only then can we 

become the people Jesus lived and died to save! 

Creation Participation 

 As the creation of God, we are subjects of Jesus Who is our King. However, as creatures 

made in the Image of God and being remade in the Image of Jesus, we are called to a higher 

place, responsibility, and power than we were before we were made new in Christ. Since we are 

made a royal priesthood and are therefore reigning with Jesus in His Kingdom, we are called into 

positions of power and participation in an eternal Government. “For to us a child is born, to us a 

son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his 

government and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to 



establish it and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time forth and 

forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.” (Isaiah 9:6-7). In this eternal Kingdom, 

humans are remade into beings closer to those of God’s original design. In the early days of 

Creation, Adam and Eve were made perfect and sinless or “very good” as God saw them. His 

Creation was made to last and be a place where He and His people would live together and 

collaborate in the Creation forever. But, when sin destroyed the closeness of God and man, the 

plan was disrupted and God set upon a course to bring us back to Him through our Wonderful 

Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Now, once again, we are made 

perfect in the image of Jesus. When God sees us, He sees His Son, the second Adam Who is 

perfect and has fulfilled the victory that the first Adam could not. Now, we have been imbued 

with the power of Jesus in this New Creation. “You have put on the new self, which is being 

renewed in knowledge after the image of its creator.” (Colossians 3:10). We are new and as a 

result, we are privileged to be a part of something amazing, eternal, and powerful. In this power, 

Jesus gives us roles in which we can operate and live. The power of His Kingdom is in us all in 

the sense that we have within us the Holy Spirit Who helps us to bring Jesus and His Kingdom to 

everyone who is lost and outside the Kingdom. “Or do you not know that your body is a temple 

of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you have from God? You are not your own, for you were 

bought with a price. So glorify God in your body.” (1 Corinthians 6:19-20). This gift of the Holy 

Spirit within us is part of the returning of wholeness that was lost in the Fall of humanity in the 

Garden. Here and now, with this renewed power, we can be the humanity God meant for us to be 

from the beginning! This is the power of Jesus in His Creation and the power of our participation 

in it! 

 



 

Reigning With Jesus 

 The most obvious and meaningful expression of power in Jesus’ Kingdom is His reign. It 

would be easy for us as His servants, brothers and sister, to get wrapped up in self-importance 

over being in His Kingdom as co-heirs (Romans 8:17), but the picture Jesus gives us of His reign 

and ours is one not of being served,  but of service and love. Instead of an earthly king with 

attendants, we see the King on His knees, washing feet. Instead of a despot perfumed and coifed, 

we see the King hauling in fish. Instead of a gilded, purple-enshrouded figure, we see a bleeding, 

naked one, tortured to death while forgiving everyone around Him. This is the picture of Jesus’ 

life and reign and a figure of the life we are invited into. As we take up our own crosses and 

follow him, we realize the suffering that made Him Who He is and molds us as well. As we 

suffer, we are purified and taught more about the life of Jesus. We live stories that birth 

compassion and empathy. Through the gift of suffering, we learn contentment as Paul did when 

Jesus told Him that his thorn would remain. We learn that Jesus power is made perfect in 

weakness (2 Corinthians 12:9). We learn that the grace of Jesus is not just about enjoying the 

benefits, but benefiting from the pain. This raises the question of why suffering exists which has 

been dealt with by numerous philosophers and theologians. However , the more important 

question is, “What do we do with the pain and suffering?” The answer Jesus might give is in the 

form of another question, “What did I do with my suffering?” In answering that question, we as 

His brothers and sisters can find the answer to our questions. 

 Then, we see His reign unfold. “Grace also might reign through righteousness leading to 

eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.” (Romans 5:21). Grace does reign in Jesus, leading us 



to righteousness and eternal life. The power of His grace is the beginning and end of the story of 

our life as a creation of God. But, this reign is not just about eternal life. It’s about the life we 

live now, too. “Those who receive the abundance of grace and the free gift of righteousness reign 

in life through the one man Jesus Christ.” (Romans 5:17). This part of the reign of Jesus is right 

now, in the present. This is the part of the reign that allows us to serve in the Kingdom of 

Heaven, making eternal contributions, collaborating with our King in a way that will continue 

into the eternal destiny of our heavenly life. Jesus speaks about the nature of His Kingdom in 

very sophisticated terms in Luke 17:20-21: “Being asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of 

God would come, he answered them, “The kingdom of God is not coming in ways that can be 

observed, nor will they say, ‘Look, here it is!’ or ‘There!’ for behold, the kingdom of God is in 

the midst of you.” Jesus makes clear that His Kingdom isn’t something that is going to suddenly 

drop from the sky, but is an outgrowth, subtle and gradual, from the hearts and minds of those 

who seek Him. This is the power and identity we inherit as followers of Jesus. 
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